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Lebanon painl presses for summit 


ABO DHABI (AP) — Afetrfa'i fardpt 
Wfay far MRpoct for an chmebokj Arab i 


r, Ahmad Chmato. p wa ad 
; to aopport the elected 
_ b * 

’ nftoe OrM^BtariMr pnd wwfcfac fir a Lebanese; 
b«fcAfoftfccAr«bLc ioc, wq o uted hytteQaidBiEiiaframi _ _ 

WAM m ngrfag A* paid fad pretested a report an Lehman urging Arab 
fenders to met faa sa emergency a ca rioo. Asked whether be expected 'the 

Mnunb «U. humA mM Lb« Ikun ALamN iuUL 

•■■■* ■WM h m Km rtporeo, vw b bh, an mwuu i m 
Ac imdui «r Arab kidiii to tb nwunr i flfrr 'i report,” “we are 

m4| reaction from the Arab leaden.” The pond, groopfa g Algeria, 
Saadi Arabia and Morocco, (bad ft mM to p mnt a report on the 

j ~ r nrl irrn nrirhi imfl mein [linpimh to Implrm i il l lla 1 

prints of the TUT agreement, he add. 
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5 Youth form union 

AMMAN (J.T.)— A total of ISO 
„ to 200 youth - representing v»- 

nous anions and social de- 
f^Jorio^ MPimtioM io the Kingdom held 
a meeting in Amman Fri d ay and 
corJJ: fonned a 15-member “fbOow-op 
* s ^y committee" to prepare fee the 

energy founding c oto bncncc of the *fJor> 

fte we* %. dan Democratic Youth Union” 
°Qld aprjk? 0 ^ on March 16. Acc or d in g to AJ 
Tee sjrjfc Rn’i, the follow-up oenaerhee 
will “ prepar e drafts, documents 
and platform of the maternal reg- 
t( illations so as to present them to 
the Ministry of Youth in order to 
/ears rf* *» *=* recognition and licence to 
Dtraiftw* 0 *; operate pnbficfy. The cooi roi ttec 
will furthermore contact all 
Jordanian youth iufintkns to 




expand the bass of popular parti- 
cipation. The conferees caikdfbr 
reactivating all youth “to forma- 
late the de mo cr at ic stage which 
|n|l concerns an ritfaens.” Ttey also 
Ifmlj called for opening membership to 
all democratic youth. 

a3b Sayeh submits 
fs appeal to Soviets 

art Horg 

AMMAN (Petra) — Palestine 
senior bank. National Council (PNQ Speaker 
ie only Sheikh Abdul Hamid Sayeh has 
UtionwfoT expressed hope that the Soviet 
leadership would rescind or 
said there to. 6 ” 5 * 2 * -A** derision related to 
e betwee. u immigration of Soviet Jews to 
d EconrZt^cstine so long as the Arab- 
,T — ra0Caa ^Israeli conflict has not been set- 


a tb™? *tled. “Any insistence that the 
■ Soviet derision to nOow Jewish 
®*?s immigration to Palestine wxQ re- 
fleet unsatisfactorily on the Arib- 
Soviet relations," Sayeh said 
nmon, he sati Thursday while delivering a 
memorandum to the Soviet pofr 
ad of west fe tica] attache in Amman on behalf 
iank Asoisfeof the Bait Al Maqdes general 
er. said ® mi Islamic conference bureau. “Jcw- 
ay that a bailor ish immig ration to Jerusalem and 
would dona Palestine threatens the Pskati- 
ts of money — ’ nian came, (fie intifada, and even 
6git suss is ij the fate of the PalectiniBB poople 
at a time when a number of first 
ians like ft arrivals (of immigrants) has 
ay they fa*fjoined the Israeli army,” Sayeh 
t. faced wftb fa sa *^‘ 
eintbcEatrii 


Soviet 


^acts TtEhagE 
vortd of Wea 6 
•/. tbev bras. 

^“leader 

^posal to Eat 
iinister Has 1 

visits here ^ VOWS 
evenuDent s* 

^r^more 

y union wbtsc 

^reforms 

,«ritsea«cai 1 I 

if that were B^MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
source said: ‘president Nukhail S. Gorbachev 
dai." pledged Friday to press cat with 
iav, a goKGjnore reforms once he has insri- 
an' reacted whited the sweeping limits on 
for rnunc*B E Commnnist Party power he 
union bv sppnshed through the leadeisfaip 
? a ao obiecii»two days. tmo. 

^_ rs!D nraiiifa Gorbachev said he had 
rtj Wei achieved everytlring be feuf set 
10 Tmt to do at a tfareoKfey meeting 
of the Comminmst Party Gentral 
Committee m which the leant 
srship atp pro ved hb proposal to 
^ the party's legal monopoly cm 
power. 

“Once we have solidified this 
phase, we wig move on," Gor- 
jachev said before heading into a 
meeting Friday with U.S. Secret? 
ay of State James Baker, who is 
n Moscow for talks on arms 
redaction proposals. 

A Soviet adviser, meanwhile, 
warned in an interview with the 
official TASS news agency that 
ire C ommu n i st Party must re- 
form or lose power to toe oppo- 
nents it has agreed to legalise. 

The comments by economist 
Mikolas Petnkov were toe first in 
iriuch a top official raised toe 
possibility that the Commimst 
Party might actually be in danger 
rf losing its rating position. 

Gorbachev gave a gr aded 
mswer when asked by reporters 
f he would run for pteo dept i f 
he country creates a new, stron- 
ger office with the presklent 
Aosen in a contested ejection. 
“Let’s wait and see,” he said. 

Oesite Gorbachev’s obvious 
confidence, a catalogue of 



\ 

'It 


a 


lay showed the party is disarray 
md suggested that this week’s 


$S&} 



i enough- 
Soviet Television quoted t 
nember of a tamers’ delegation, 
vho attended toe pfemun, 
shocked by *om 


a 


as 


Iks part ic ipants. 

“My first impressed was that I 
vas in an old people’s home," 
aid the mider, v^tor Lmma. 


Teenager shot dead 
after shooting at 
Mubarak residence 


CAIRO (Agencies} — An 
was shot dead 


ntwwt 


Mttbwrafc’s 
Friday 


fltofippdaabderierarfnhtry 


The 

carried fay toe MUdfe East 
News Agamy, said 17-year- 
eld Ad bam Mohammad 


to toe palace sod find a pM 
Na c fr g taw p a n da . 

“They were farced to re- 
the Ate, JdBfag hhn Ja- 
n” tot s t s kawto sabL 

& wwttoflHt sack atttaap" 
ted attack dnee Marital hard- 
finen IcBfed Preridcnt Amrer 
fiadto at ■ aRhn iiin iili In 
October tt*l. 

■ Ul •- >- an _ t - an . 

AfIWM #K l» CUtCMlj 1 uk 

sBtoheni Egypdaa town of 
Aswan where he to dne to 
iaa ag ni a te a flnd-nbfeg 


’ Mcbday for tot re- 

surrectloe of toe ndent Lib- 
rary of A lexandria . 

A traffic pebcemaa on tody 
to Mafaarak’s house In toe 
feftfeMhfe HeDopoHs district 

said wAha t Wiil gw . 

aana toot at the retofcnc t 
from a speodfag car. 

**Gaords arid the yrnmg 
man waste an a huma l state 
and ip p o red to lose Us be- 
lance wbfle ***«^*«g at toe 
guards” toe nrftortry State- 


According to toe traffic 
pobceaMn quoted by Renters, 
•See heard thing, four or five 


“We were told it 
hfcattfed peole la a cor who 
toot to toe palace, apparent- 
ly, they got away,” he added. 

n» said police were fan- 
nwdiatciy ttM to divert traffic 
and to seal the main rood 
leading to toe residence. ' 


Several checkpoints ma n ned 
by police armed with 
mnchiac-sims wore set up. 

Presidential guards do- 
ctoral cummr a t and told re- 
porter* who drove to toe area 
to leave homed lately. 

Htoeac’s motfier said her son 
was Various when he left the 
house tor a fbmfly quan to , 
toe agency reported. 

“He threatened to a 
catastrophe If Us demands 
were not met,” It quoted her 
■0 saying. 

DctaSs of hb dtana&ds were 
not given. 

MENA meanwhile said 
Mubarak laWatod a tele- 
phone caB from Aswan to 
Libyan leader Muammar 
QadhafL 

The two leaden dim— td 
some teues of —*-i in- 
terests, the agency said with- 
out! elaboration. 


Gorbachev proposes 
troop cuts to 195,000 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbadiev proposed Fri- 
day that the Ihtoed States and 
the Soviet Union' cot their troop 
strength in Eorqpe to 195,000 
(Bffat .eqtofeg .Stmto tenitora, 
the &ynet news agency TASS 
reported. 

Gorbachev’s proposal, made at 
talks with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, accepted figures 
offered by President George 
Bosh last month but ap p ar e n tl y 
rejected the idea that an extra 

30.000 U.S. troops could be sta- 
tioned outside Central Europe. 

Bush proposed last month that 
each superpower should retain 

195.000 men in Central Europe 
bat that the United States could 
keep another 30,000 m Britain, 
Italy, Greece and Turkey without 
a matching Soviet dt^fogranent. 

Bush made his proposal Thurs- 
day m the Vrasua talks between 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact on 
(faring non-nuclear forces in 
Europe. 

TASS quoted Gorbachev as 
saying that if toe 195,000 figure 
was unacceptable, the Soviet Un- 
ion proposed a ccSing of 225,000 
troths each in Europe, excluding 
Soviet territory. 

Gorbachev’s proposals 


appear ed to show Moscow was 
not ready to accept that the Un- 
ited States should keep more 
troops in Western Euope than 
the Soviet Union had m Eastern 
Europe. 

The Soviet Union has about 

575.000 troops in Eastern Europe 
and the United States some 

305.000 in Western Europe, 
according to Western figures. 

TASS said Baker promised to 
reply before leaving Moscow 
Saturday. 

Until tins week, NATO's offer 
in Vienna had been for 275,000 
troops for each superpower while 
the Warsaw Part proposal was fbr 

300.000 

Gorbachev said the Soviet Un- 
ion was dropping it* demand for a 
ceding on NATO and Warsaw 
Pact forces in Europe of 

1.350.000 troops on each side. 
Baker and senior aides were in 

their third day of talks with 
Kremlin leaders oh arms control 
and other issues in advance of an 
expected superpower summit this 
s u mme r . 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said “ctis- 
cussion of the dtearmament prob- 
lem is proceeding very well.” * 


Skirmishes continue 
despite Beirut truce 


BEERUT (AP) — Rival forces 


skirmished with wwdtiM guns fa 
embattled districts of east Beirut 
Friday as civilians sprinted to 
safety in thie efty”* western sector. 

Police said throe people were 
killed fay sniper fire as they tried 
to escape foe low-income residen- 
tial district of ‘Ain R mn m an c h 
around noon (1000 GMT). 

A security committee grouping 
representatives of Samir 
Geagea’s Lebanese Races mOitia 
and renegade General Michel 
Aomx faded to convene as sche- 
duled at noon because its mem- 
ben could not reach the seat of 
Maronfae CatboBc P a t ria rch Nag- 
rallah Sfeir in Bkbid, north of 
BdniL 

AT ehaiwse Races spokesman 
sad the boat which was to cany 
toe xmfitia’s representatives from 
the seaside war councS headquar- 
ters at east Beirut's Karantina 
district to Jouuehr north of the 
capital, came under shellfire. 

^Two toefia were fixed and fell 
fa toe water near toe boat. The 
boat dkfo*t sad,” said the spokes- 
man who refitted to be named. 

Aoun’s troops control the road 
north, of Beirut -which links 
'a ™titia with its main 
bases in fonnieh and the rest of 
tot Christian enclave, so the nrifi- 
tfa cpmffiitfitt by 


Earlier in the day, police arid 
rescues removed toe bqSet-rid- 
dksd corpses of & victims from 
east Beirut districts that had wit- 
nessed most of the savage 
fi ghting . 


By police count, the casualty 
toll stood at 418 killed and 1,680 
wounded in toe worst intra- 
Christian conflict of the 15-year 
rivfl war. 

Hundreds of bullet-riddled 
cars, many with smashed wind- 
screens and loaded down with 
posscsskms strapped on rooftops, 
headed out of toe Christian en- 
clave Friday. 

Adding to the tension, militias, 
backed np by tanks and rocket 
launchers, were occupying posi- 
tions fa mountains along the en- 
clave's southeast frontier. 

Aonn’s forces and the 
Lebanese militia announced a 
peace part Thursday after other 
nrifitia units began deploying on 
the enclave's fron ti er s . 

Official, sources said it was 
posable that west Beirut-based 
PresidcntElias Hrawi — himself 
a Maromte Christian — - might 
send fas troops into the endave if 
there was a major outbreak of 

fightin g- f 

The Lcb aese Forces brought 
more men and military vehicles 
and erected roadblocks and barri- 
cades near the coastal highway 
tunnel at Dbayefa 10 kflometres 
north of . Beirut, witnesses said. 

They saw mflitiaiiien planting 
urines around the tumel, which 
Holes east Berrat to the north of 
the endave, to prevent Atom’s 
tanka from advancing. 

Mfittjamen wit hdre w to the 
tunnel Tuesday when Aonn’s 
troops gained control of Dbayeh 
failh and barracks. . 


Egypt said 
to have . 
caught bus 
assailant 

CAIRO (AP) — Police have 
anerted one of the ftro amnlants 
who attacked an Israeli bus with 
ma chin e guns and hand grenades 
and killed nme Israelis, the state- 
owned newspaper Al-Akhbar 
said Friday. 

The newspaper did not identify 
the arrested man by name or 
nationality bat said that a press 
conference would be held “in a 
few days” to announce the find- 
ings of toe police. 

U A1 Akhbar has leaned that 
the interior ministry’s security 
apparatus has arrested the tenor- 

ner fa ^te^^^Ton^ toe lsradi 
tourist bus,” toe newspaper said 
in its main fruit-page stray with- 
out any attribution. 

On Thursday, Al Akhbar also 
said one of the assailants had 
been arrested. But it was unclear 
it referred to one of the gunmen 
or the Patestman driver of the 
bus, who has been detained and 
questioned about a possible con- 
nection with the attack. 

Police have said the attack was 
planned outside of Egypt and a 
Palestinian connection is being 
investigated. 

Investigators have viewed 
videotape shot during the 
ambush, AJ Akhbar reported 
Thursday. The tape’s owner said 
it showed the faces of the 
attackers. 

An spokesman for the interior 
ministry, which is in chmge of the 
investigation, has refused any 
comment cm the newspaper’s re- 
ports. 

Leading Al Ahram newspaper, 
in its early Friday edition, editor- 
ially attacked Israeli Trade Minis- 


was responsible for toe attaefc on 
the bus. 

“Sharon is the first to know 
that he is at the bead of those who 
are responsible for the violence 

and f t tiwn km that are Spread fa 

the region... 

Tie is the first to realise that 
the seed of violence was sown by 
him and those hawks and extrem- 
ists like him,” the editorial said. 

But at the same time, Al 
Abram’s editor Ib rahim Nafea 
attacked toe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) for issuing a 
condemnation of the ambush 
which be called “weak and abso- 
lutely incompatible with the mag- 
nitDde and honor of the accident. 

Butros GbaK, a leading Egyp- 
tian official appealed Thursday 
for Israefc to continue visiting hg 
country despite; the attack, saying 
tourism was necessary for 
deepening relations. 

Gbali, who ii minister of state 
for foreign affairs, also called for 
“a new peace process” to encour- 
age moderate voices in both the 
Arab and Israeli camps. 

He made the remarks in an 
interview from Cairo broadcast 
tot Israel Radio. 



BGUKB: A total eefipse of toe 
mow was o tae rved fa Jordan as weB aa other 
Arab countries Friday evening. The eefipoe began 


at 7:06 pan. and ended (see photos left and right) 
at abmt 10:00 p.m. 


Troops kill Palestinian as 
uprising enters 27th month 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers shot 
and killed a Palestinian youth 
dnzing dashes Friday as residents 
of the occupied territories went 
on strike to mark the 27th month 
of the uprising, residents said. 

Hospital staff said Abdul Kad- 
er Ahmad Ikmail, 19, from toe 
northern West Bank village of 
Qabaiya was shot in the abdomen 
and died shortly after his arrival 
at J enin hospital. 

Palestinians said toe man was 
standing on a budding when sol- 
diers, firing at a crowd of stone- 
throwing Palestinians, shot him. 
Hospital staff said two other resi- 
dents were brou^it fa with gun- 
shot wounds. 

At least 621 Palestinians have 
been killed by IsraeH sokfiers and 
settlers since the beginning of toe 
uprising. Unknown assailants 
have killed 179 Arabs, most of 
whom woe suspected of being 
collaborators, and 44 Jews have 
toed. 

The killing took place as 1.75 
million Palestinians fa the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip observed a 
general strike, shunning work 
and private visits. 

Toe strike, a monthly event 
marking the day the uprising be- 
gan in December 1987, was called 
kjt in a secret leaflet issued by the 
Unified Leadership of toe Up- 
rising. 

Resklents fa the West Bank 
.village of Burin, near Nablus, 


said Israeli settlers smashed the 
windows of seven cars and fired 
shots at them Thursday night. 

They said they had filed a 
complain t with police fa Nablus. 

In the West Bank village of 
Karawai Bam Zaid, north of 
Jerusalem, some 100 Palesti- 
nians, mostly young men, demon- 
strated fo mark the eighth 
anniversary of the re-establish- 
ment of the Palestine Communist 
Party. 

Two Palestinians have been kil- 
led and at least 87 wounded, most 
in Rafah town and refugee camp 
in toe Gaza Strip in toe last three 
days. Residents Hnk toe tensions 
to last week's attack on a bus in 
Egypt in which nine Israelis and 
two Egyptians were failed. 

Egyptian security sources said 
tiie ma driver and toe driver of 
the getaway car were Palestinians 
originally from Rafah, which 
straddles the Egyptian border. 
Rafah is a frequent flashpoint of 
violence. 

fa Tunis, a Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) spokes- 
man called for international in- 
tervention -to stop Israeli troops 
shooting schoolchildren in Rafah. 

“We call on the international 
community, U.N. bodies and hu- 
man rights o r ga ni s ation to inter- 
vene immediately to stop the 
barbaric acts of aggression being 
committed by the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities in Rafah,” Bas- 
sam Abo Sharif said. 


“Israeli forces are continuing 
to open fire deliberately at ran- 
dom on Palestinians in this be- 
sieged town,” he added. 

Some 2,000 residents of Rafah 
refugee camp held a march 
Thursday to mourn a 17-year-tod 
shot dead on Wednesday during 
dashes between troops and pro- 
testers. 

In its latest effort to quell the 
uprising, the Israeli army has 
introduced a jeep-mounted 
gravel thrower that spews out 600 
egg-sized rocks a minute, Israel 
Radio said Thursday. 

In a related development, a 
military source said the army 
will i nc r e a s e bail fra Palestinian 
stone-throwers under toe age to 
15 from 1,500 shekels ($750) to 
5,000 shekels ($2,500). 

The new gravel thrower is toe 
latest addition to toe army's 
growing anti-uprising arsenal that 
also indudes tear-gas and various 
types to robber, plastic and metal 
bullets. 

A military source said parents 
to Palestinian stone-throwers 
under the age of 15 will now be 
required to post bail to 5,000 
shekels ($2^00). 

Tbe source said toe money will 
be returned with interest if the 
child does not repeat the offense 
within one year to his arrest. 

The average Palestinian work- 
ers earns 600 to 800 shekels (5300 
to $400) per month. 


King visits 
Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussem Thursday paid a 
brief visil to Baghdad where he 
met with President Saddam Hus- 
sein for a discussion on new 
developments in toe Arab and 
international arenas and their im- 
pact on the Arab World. 

King Hussem was accompanied 
on tbe visit by Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 


minister: 

Soviet 

influx 


to peace 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Japanese 
official Friday described toe im- 
migration of Soviet Jews to toe 
Israeli-occupied territories as an 
impediment to the Middle East 
peace process and said his coun- 
try was concerned over the issue. 

Japanese Deputy Foreign 
Minister Hhashi Awada told re- 
porters that bis country was con- 
cerned over toe question of set- 
tling Soviet Jewish immi grants fa 
the occupied territories and that 
“such a practice is bound to have 
a negative effect on tbe peace 
process in the Middle East" 

Awada was speaking to repor- 
ters upon fas arrival niday on a 
three-riay visit to toe Kingdom. 
He will exchange views with 
senior Jordanian officials “on 
political matters and new issues in 
tbe region,” a Japanese embassy 
official told the Jordan Times. 

“Awada will not be discussing 
economic matters nor bilateral 
relations but toe latest develop- 
ments In the Middle East re- 
gion,” toe embassy official said. 

Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Israel will be “one to the main 
topics to be discussed," the offi- 
cial said. 

The Japanese deputy foreign 
minister will also endeavour to 
“familiarise himself with this re- 
gion,” he added. 


U.N. chief closely monitoring Soviet emigration 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is dosefy moni- 
toring Soviet Jewish immigration 
to the Israfi-occupied territories 
and has cited Security Coundl 
opposition to such settlements. 

Arab diplomats said the prob- 
lem of settlements would be 
raised in various capitate and 
could become an issue in the 
Security CoundL 

The secretary-general, fa a 
statement made far his spokes- 
man Thursday, said be was moni- 
toring the situation in light to 
protests by Arabs that the influx 
to Soviet Jewish settlers is a 
potential threat to regional secur- 
ity and to the Middle East peace 
process. Some are expected to 
move to toe occupied territories. 

Francois Giuliani, toe secret- 
ary-general’s spokesman, told re- 
porters that the U.N. chief was 
mindful that tbe Security Coundl 
in 1980 adopted'a resolution de- 


ploring toe settlement policy fa 
toe territories. 

The Arab League has conde- 
mned the augmented settlements. 

Clovis Maksood, UJN. ambas- 
sador to the Arab League, said 
last week that Washington should 
caution Israel against seeking a 
“big Jsrad” in the occupied terri- 
tories to accommodate a “big 
immigration” from the Soviet 
UnknL 

US. Ambassador Robert Pel- 
letrean to Tunisia W held talks 
on toe emigration to Soviet Jews 
to Israel with high-ranking offi- 
ciate to the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the 
Arab League, sources in the 
Tunisian capital reported Friday. 

PeOetrean met with PLO offi- 
cial Hakim Balawi and with Arab 
League Secretaiy-General Chadli 
Kfibt as both organisations step- 
ped up the campaign to choice the 
emigration. 

The Palestinian news agency 


WAFA reported that tbe talks 
Thursday between Pelletreau and 
Balawi covered “the gravity and 
tbe repercussions of the migra- 
tion to Soviet Jews, and their 
implantation in the occupied 
Palestinian territories.” 

Tbe WAFA commnmqne did 
not say whether Pelletreau and 
Balawi reached any agreement. 

A Soviet spokesman said 
Thursday the United States had 
told Moscow it would accept up 
to 20, 000 more Soviet emigrants a 
year as rcfiugees. 

“The U.S. side informed us 
they arc raising their quota... this 
year, to ap prox im ately 60,000 or 
70,000, and of these 50,000 (will 
be) Soviet citizens to Jewish 
nationality,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady Gerasimov 
told a news, conference. 

On Wednesday, the 46-mem- 
ber Organisation to Islamic Con- 
ference accused both superpow- 
ers of driving Palestinians from 


their homes by allowing mass 
Soviet Jewish emigration to 
Israel. 

A senior aide to PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat was quoted Friday as 
warning that tbe influx to Soviet 
Jewish immigrants into Israel 
might encourage the Jewish state 
to invade Jordan as part of its 
endeavour to create “greater 
Israel.” 

Arafat advisor Bassam Aba 
Sharif also warned that Israel 
would force Palestinians out of 
the occupied territories to make 
way for the influx. 

“We cannot excl ud e the possi- 
bility to Israel invading Jordan to 
annex ft to the so-called greater 
Israel,” said Bassam Abu Sharif 
to the Kuwaiti dafly Al Anbaa. 

“Tbe Soviet Jewish iminigrtion 
will form a new army that helps 
laael to realise the expansionist 
dreams of the Israeli prime minis- 
ter,” be said. 


UDF leaders, Mandela hold strategy session 


CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(Agencies) — Twety-two senior 
anti-apartheid leaders hrid poli- 
tical consultations Friday with 
Nelson Mandela fa what they 
hoped was the last such strategy 
session before be is freed. 

The del e gation — toe largest 
yet to see Mandela at his boose at 
Victor Venter prison farm — 
included most members to toe 
executive co mm it te e to the Un- 
ited Democratic Front (UDF), a 
nationwide anti-apartheid coali- 
tion. 

On Feb. % in a speech that 
opened a new era in South Afri- 
can politics , President F.W. de 
Klerk lifted restrictions on the 
front and other internal opposi- 
tion groups, ended a 30-year ban 
cm Mandela’s African National 
Congress (ANC), arid pledged to 
free Mandela soon. 

In jarfiament, de Klexk for the 
first time respo nd e d pobfiefy to 
accusations from toe right-wing 


Conservative Party that be bad 
capitulated to the Made majority. 

The conservatives “will phmge 
this country into racial war," said 
de Klerk, defending himself and 
his National Party m a no-confi- 
dence debate. “The National Par- 
ty talks to renewal and courage, 
and they talk of racism and 


De Klerk said his own party 
“will stiU be here 10 to 20 years 
from now, looking after tbe in- 
terests of its people and cooperat- 
ing with the leaders to other 
protoe." 

UDF leader AzarCachalia said 
the delegation which met Mande- 
la would give details of toe meet- 
ing later Friday. 

UDF spokesman Murphy 
Microbe said before entering the 
prison that tbe group, indmfing 
Albertina Sisuln, wife of Mande- 
la’s chief h'eatenant Walter Sisu- 
ln, would brief him cm develop- 
ments in the anti-apartheid move- 


ment. 

It is not known when Mandela, 
71, wfll leave prison,. but govern- 
ment sources nave said it should 
be within seven to 10 days. 

A friend and former Robben 
Island ceflmatt*- who visited Man- 
dela Thursday told a Cape Town 
newspaper the ANC leader had 
vowed to defy security laws if 
released under emergency rule. 

Eddie Daniels said Mandela 
wanted the three-year-old 
emergency rule ended and all 
political prisoners freed before be 
would begin talks with tbe gov- 
ernment on a shared future for 
blacks and whites in South' 
Africa. 

“He is co mm itt e d to the des- 
trartMMi of apartodd. Hesays be 
wfll break the country’s laws and 
continue with his straggle if his 
two conditions are /not met," 
Daniels fold the Argus. 

Mandela's demands backed' 
those fisted by ANC foreign 


affairs spokesman Thabo Mbefa 
in an unprecedented debate Thurs- 
day with Foreign Minister Kk 
Botha. 

linked by satellite from Lon- 
don to Cape Town, where Amer- 
ican ABC Television's Nightline 
programme was recorded for 
screening Friday, Mbefa and 
Botha seemed to agree on the 
basis for talks. 

It was toe first direct encounter 
between a South African govem- 
ment minister and an exiled lead- 
er jif the ANC. 

In two i mp ort a nt concessions, 
Botha acknowledged Pretoria 
was wrong to outlaw the ANC in 
1960 and admitted the movement 
has effectively suspended its 
guerrilla war. 

“I think years ago we should 
have talked to the ANC when 
they wanted to. I believe they 
should never have resorted to 
violence, Tmt that is in the past,” 
he fid 









Workers believe warning signs ignored 


66 workers perish in 


Turkish mine d 


Abie 

Nathan 

freed 


Khamenei upholds Rushdie’s death seiitence 


MERZIFON, Turkey (R) — 
Turkish coal miners said they 
believed warning signs were 
ignored before an. explosion and 
fired ripped through an under- 
ground chamber, killing 66 of 
their colleagues. 

“On the day of the explosion 
there was excessive heat in the' 
mine. We also had a tip-off that 
there was excessive gas,” Osman 
Soyhi, whose shift ended only 
hours before Wednesdy’s blast, 
said late Thursday. 

Officials at northern Turkey's 
Yemceltek Legnite Mine said fine 
was s till raging in a chamber 350 
metre below the surface where 58 
miners were entombed. 

“The co mpartm ent is dosed 
and no air is going in or out. The 
area of the explosion is 60 metres 
by 150 metres,” Celalettxn Cakir, 
general manager of the mine, told 
Reuters. 

Cakir said it could take up to 
six months to reopen the mine 
near the Black Sea mountain 
town of Merafon following the 


blast which he believed was 
caused by a methane build up. 

“The prosecutor will deter- 
mined the guilty. He is interro- 
gate engineers and other senior 
technical people,” he said. 

Officials said 10 miners had 
been dragged to the surface 
thro ugho ut the mine’s main shaft 
but that all bat two were dead. 

It was the worst pit disaster in 
Turkey since 1983 whoa an explo- 
sion killed at least 100 miners in 
the main coal mining area of 
Zonguldak, west of Merzifon. 

Trade muon leaders and work- 
ers have been sharply critical of 
the latest accident, with Sevket 
Yfimas, head of the main Turk-Is 
workers confederation, describ- 
ing it as “murder”. 

It was the third reported death 
blast at the mine which opened 
in 1955. Sixty-seven miners were 
killed in a similar explosion in 
1965 and 14 died in the pit in 
1959. 

Prime Minister Yikfirim Akbu- 
tut and Labour Minister Imren 


Aykut visited Yemceltek Thurs- 
day and President Turgut Ozal 
pledged help for the families of 
the bereaved. 

Turk-Is urged miners Friday to 
boycott work at all mines to 
protest the coal pit disaster. 

"We propose to the two (ma- 
jor) mining unions they stop 
production to protest the lack of 
job safety measures in the sector 
which makes ma« murders of 
accidents,” said the statement by 
the Turk-Is confederation with 
over 1.5 miiKo n members. 

The Turk-Is statement called 
on the government to bring out 
the bodies at whettfver cost even 
if it meant ending all naming 

The Turk-Is statement said it 
would support the unions to im- 
plement the boycott if they 
accepted the proposal. 

Toe Turta'ye Maden-Is Union 
which represents the Yemceltek 
miners and Gend Maden-Is Un- 
ion together group some 110,000 
of Turkey's 140,000 mine 
workers. 


from jail 


KFAR SABA, Israel (R) — 
Israeli peace campaigner Abie 
Nathan was freed from prison 
Friday saying he was more deter- 
mined than ever to talk to Arab 
leaders and the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO). 

Nathan, a popular radio broad- 
caster, served four months for 
breaking a 1986 law barring con- 
tacts with what Israel brands “ter- 
rorist” groups, including the 
FLO. He met PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat in Thais in 1988. 

“I am more determined than 
before. No fences will dose me 
down,” he told reporters outride 
Eyal Prison north of Tel Aviv. 

“I am ready to meet not only 
Arafat, but any Arab leader who 
wants to talk peace. Whenever an 
Arab leader talks peace and 
stretches out his hand, I will grab 
it,” Nathan said. “I don’t mind 
spending the rest of life in 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s spir- 
itual leader said Friday that the 
late Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khomemi’s order calling for the 
dflprti of author Salman Rushdie 
must be carried out, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia; quoted Ayatollah Ah 
Khamenei as saying in a sermon 
Friday that EhcHnemTs fatwa, or 
religions decree, “about the wri- 
ter of the blasphemous-book, the 
Satanic Verses is still valid and 
must be implemented.” 

In a relaxed development, nine 
Iranians deported from Britain 
arrived in Tehran Friday. 

The Indian-born Britain au- 
thor, In hiding since Khomeini 
issued the decree Feb. 14 last 
year, said this week he consi- 
dered appearing in public to de- 
liver a lecture on censorship, but 
had been dissuaded by tais police 
guards. 

In interviews with the British 
Independent newspaper and 
Newsweek magazine, Rushdie 


said he regretted the pain the 
book had called but said he stood 
by it. He said he was pressing for 
a paperback edition. 

Muslim fundamentalists, who 
consider the book blasphemous 
for its irreverent treatment of the 
Prophet Mohammad reacted 
violently to the book after its 
publication in 1988. 

But die co n tro v ersy snowbal- 
led after Khomeini issued die 
death decree and several Iranian 
leaders put a $5.2 million bounty 
on Rush die’s head.. 

Britain, along with about 12 
Western allies, recalled their 
ambassadors from Tehran to pro- 
test the fatwa. All the EC coun- 
tries resumed ties with Iran, but 
Tehran severed relations with 
London, accnring it of leading a 
pressure campaign against 
tnmmflini to revoke the death 
decree. 

In Tehran Friday, an Iranian 
television journalist deported 
along with an Iran Air official and 
seven students, said in a radio 


Sharon wants Palestinian 
deportees excluded from talks 


Prague renews ties with Israel 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslova- 
kia’s new reformist government 
formally resumed full diplomatic 
relations with Israel Friday, 
opening a new era of friendship 
after a 23-year rift. 

Foreign Ministers Moshe 
Arens of Israel and Jiri Dien- 
stbier of Czechoslovakia signed 
foe accord at a ceremony in Pra- 
gue’s Cenlin Palace witnessed by 
journalists. 

Czechoslovakia follows Hun- 
gary in reversing a Soviet-led 
decision to break with Israel over 
foe 1967 Middle East war. Hun- 
gary restored ties last September. 

The rapprochement, after an 
unprecedented exchange of de- 
legations between Prague and Tel 
Aviv, took place barely two 
months after Czechoslovakia's 
hardline Communists surren- 
dered their grip on power. 

New President Vaclav Havel 
wants Prague’s new friendliness 
to Israel to forge a role for 
Czechoslovakia m the Middle 
East peace process. 

He has stressed foe new era of 
warmth would not harm Czechos- 
lovakians traditionally friendly re- 


lations with Arab states or its 
support for Palestinian rights to 
self-determination . 

The two foreign minis ters also 
signed an agreement on cultural, 
educational and scientific coop- 
eration. 

A spokesman at the Czechoslo- 
vak Foreign Ministry also pre- 
dicted flourishing economic links 
between the two countries. In foe 
past few years of Communist 
rule, trade languished at a few 
milli on dollars a year. 


E. Germany admits World 
War H responsibility 


In a separate development, 
East Germany Thursday 
accepted a share of responsibility 
for foe holocaust and said it 
would provide “material sup- 
port” to Jewish victims, foe 
World Jewish Congress (W3C) 
said in New York. 

In a letter to foe WJC in New 
York, Prime Minister Hans Mod- 
row said East Germany recog- 
nises its duty “with regard to the 
survivors of foe Jevrish people 
who suffered under Nazi oppres- 
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sion. 

It also said East Germany 
“confirms its readiness in a spirit 
of human solidarity to provide 
material support to former (vic- 
tims) of foe Nazi regime of Jewish 
origin.” 

In 1951, West Germany 
accepted its responsibility for foe 
holocaust, in which nearly six 
milli on Jews were killed from 
1933 to 1945. It has since paid 
billions of dollars in reparations 
to Israel, Jewish organisations 
and individual Jewish claimants. 

East Germany, however, re- 
jected a similar response, saying 
it was formed in 1949 and there- 
fore did not bear any responsibil- 
ity for the holocaust. 

In East Berlin, the East Ger- 
man news agency (AON) re- 
leased die full text of Modrow’s 
statement and said a copy had 
been rent to the Israeli govern- 
ment as well as the WJC. 

Restating East Berlin’s posi- 
tion on reparations, Modrow 
noted in the statement that East 
Germany had fulfilled all* its 
obligations under the post-Wodd 
War II accords. - 


Israeli children handed Him 
flowers and olive branches as he 
spoke tp journalists and suppor- 
ters, including at least one pama- 
mantnrian, in a downpour outride 
foe prison. 

Nathan, the fifth Israeli con- 
victed of breaking the anti-terror- 
ism law, was originally jailed for 
six months but prison authorities 
reduced the sentence for good 
behaviour. 

During his term at the mhri- 
mum security prison, Nathan was 
allowed visitors and a number of 
short leaves. 

Bom in Iran and raised in India 
before immig rating to Israel,. 
Nathan flew two celebrated peace 
missions to Egypt in a private 
plane in 1966 and 1967. 

He said he would continue his 
campaign tp have 'the anti-terror- 
ism law repealed because be con- 
sidered it an obstacle to peace. 

“How can it be that throughout 
the world people talk and we 
don’t. AD enemies around the 
world talk, while we are the only 
ernes who still have not overcome 
this, and there won’t be any path 
to a solution,” he told Israel 
Army Radio. 

Nathan accused Israel of 
hypocrisy over the law, saying the 
government was holding indirect 
peace tidkswithlhe PLO 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel’s hard- 
line Trade and Industry Minister 
Ariel Sharon has blamed Palesti- 
nian deportees for a bus attack on 
Israeli tourists to underline his 
demand that exiles be excluded 
from peace talks. 

“The handlers of the murder- 
ers in Egypt were te rrori sts who 
were deported from Israel in the 
past,” Sharon said. “I emphasise 
this point because of the readi- 
ness to include deportees and so 
people win know foe connection 
between deportees and tenor.” 

There was no confirmation that 
Palestinian deportees were be- 
hind a gun-and-grenade ambush 
on an Israeli tour bus near Cairo 
Sunday which killed nine Israelis 
and two Egyptians. 

Sharp n Has challenged Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir for lead- 
ership of their rightwing Likud 
Party ahead of an anticipated 
showdown next week over talks 
with Palestinians. 

Sharon* with his party alfies 

Economics and P lanning Minister 

Yitzhak Mods'! and Housing 
Minister David Levy announced 
Thursday their platform for Mon- 
day’s meeting of the Likud Cen- 
tral Committee which steers party 
policy. 

Sharon, Levy. and. Modal -will 
dembrid Israel put an end to ' a 


27-montfa-old Palestinian rebel- 
lion against Israeli rule in the 
occupied territories before any 
dialogue begins. 

They will also insist that Arabs 
from Israeli-annexed East Jeru- 
salem and deportees be excluded 
from proposed talks in Cairo on 
an Israeli plan for elections in foe 
occupied territories. 


Israel’s fragile Likud-Labour 
coalition government could col- 
lapse if Sharon pushes through 
new constraints. Labour could 
call for new elections if there is no 
quick progress on the talks after 
foe iikud meeting. 

Sharon said Thursday night 
that he believed Israel had 
already agreed to the participa- 
tion of one or two Palestinian 
deportees in a delegation to prop-, 
osed talks in Cairo. 

Speaking to foe press dub in 
Tel Aviv, he said two Palestinians 
deported from the occupied West 
B ank and Gaza Strip had orga- 
nised the bloody attack on the 
Israeli bus but did not actually 
carry it out. 

He did not name the Palesti- 
nians but said one was freed in 
1985 when Israel swapped more 
than 1 ,000 : Palestinian and' 
Lebanese, prisoners for, three. 
Israeli captives* hr Lebanon. i 


Europe heeds U.S. warning, braces for attack 


LONDON (R) — European gov- 
ernments are bracing for a possi- 


ble terrorist attack this weekend 
after a warning from the United 
States. 

The United States said Thurs- 
day it feared terrorists might 
attack U.S. targets in Western 
Europe to coincide with Sundays 
11th anniversary of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iran. 

“We are taking this warning 
seriously,” Dutch Interior Minis- 
try spokesman Ger Bodewitz said 
Friday. 

Security will be especially tight 
around U.S. airline counters at 
European airports, with detailed 
searches of all passenger baggage 
likely in many centres. 

In December 1988 a bomb 
blew apart a Pan-American 
Boeing 747 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, killing 259 people on board 
and 11 on foe ground shortly after 
the plane bad taken off from 
Heathrow during a flight from 
Frankfurt to New York. 

“We know of the reports and 
have ordered the a pprop riate me- 
asures to be taken,” said a gov- 
ernment spokesman in Bonn, 
without elaborating. 

In London, a Transport De- 
partment spokesman said: “The 
U.S. announcement does not 
advise of any threat against civil 
aviation but we have taken the 
notice into account.” 

A senior Greek police officer 
said Athens took aD such warn- 


ings seriously, adding that secur- 
ity was always weDrOOntroQed at 
Greek airports. 

However, in Switzerland, 
Geneva airport officials said they 
had not yet heard of foe State 
De p artme n t announcement. 

There was no immediate word 
from European anports of wide- 
spread ticket cancellations fol- 
lowing foe advisory. 

Security was also tight Friday 
around U.S. diplomatic missions 
in Europe. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry 
confirmed the U.S. embassy in 
Istanbul had asked for extra pro- 
tection. 

The State Department warning 
was relayed to reporters by 
spokesman Richard Boucher. 

"We are deeply concerned,” 
be said. 

“We believe it is possible that 
this attack may be timed to coin- 
cide with the 11th anniversary of 
foe Islamic Revolution in ban,” 
State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said. 

He said foe department be- 
lieved foe attack take place on or 
near Sunday. 

At the United Nations in New 
York, the Iranian mission said* 
foe U.S. warning was baseless. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran 
categorically rejects the baseless 
allegation made by the U.S. State 
Department, and considers them 
vain a tte mp ts to discredit the 
Islamic Revolution,” it said in a 


statement. 

It said U.S. authorities knew 
the allegations “have no founda- 
tion whatsoever in reality.” 

Boucher said the State Depax- 
ment issued a threat advisory in 
December due to what he called 
the high level of activity of pro- 
banian Hizbollah (Party of God) 
operatives in Western Europe. 

“We think that people should 
exercise caution, observe good 
security procedures, follow the 
recommendations of authorities. 
But we’re not issuing a travel 
advisory for Western Europe,” 
he said. 


“We're passing on information 
that we think should be brought 
to the attention of foe public. 
We’re passing on this informa- 
tion, obviously, to our own per- 
sonnel as well,” he said. 


A senior analyst said the depar- 
ment's warning might be part of a 
new sense of caution after the 
December 1988 bombing of Pan 
Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie. 

The United States was later 
criticised for not notifying the 
public after the U.S. embassy in 
Finland reportedly received a 
veiled warning that a bomb would 
be placed on a Fan Am flight. 

“They are now putting every- 
one on possible notice of a posa- 
ble attack based on the symbolic 
date and fact that these organisa- 
tions are active,” said Robert 
Knpperman of foe Washington- 
bared Centre fore Strategic and 
International Studies. 

Boucher said he did no foave 
specific 'information on foe opera- 
tion or its target or whether it was 
against an airline. 


The U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), which su- 
pervises airport security and air- 
line safety ,' would not elaborate 
in Boucher’s, remarks and’ an 
FAA source said his agency knew 
of no specific threats. 

Boucher declined to say 
whether the United States had 
been in contact with Iranian au- 
thorities about the threat, saying: 
*Tm not in a position to talk 
about or speculate on specific 
governments being behind tins.” 


Gene Mastrangclo, a private 
security consultant with foe firm 


Business Risks International, said 
the first 10 days of February are 
called the “10 days of dawn” by 
banian loyalists to Khomeini, 
who died last June. He said the 
period was a moveable “win- 
dow,” a time when banian-back- 
ed extremists have taken terrorist 
action to commemorate the Feb. 
11 an n ive r s a ry. 

Matt Freund, another specialist 
with the firm, said police have 
uncovered caches of explosives 
believed linked to the Hxzhollah 
network in Spain and France and 
that Hizbollah could be working 
with European-based terrorist 
operations. 
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interview that it was no coinci- 
dence that the expulsions came 
near the anniversary of 
Khomeini’s death decree. 

The Loudon Bureau chief of 
foe Republic of Iran 

Broadcasting, identified by the 
radio only' as Keivanara, told 
Tehran Radio “foe expulsion of 
the students was a political action 
taken on the anniversary of the 
death • order against Salman 
Rushdie.” . 

Britain announced on Fob. 1 
tha t foe nine had to be out within 
a week for reasons of national, 
security. It did not eJeboaratc, 
but simfiar expulsions in the past 
have been linked to the Rushdie 
death decree. 

Keivanara said that be was 
informed by the British Home 
Office last week that he had fe 
leave due to his contacts wifo 
organisations that support ban. 

He called the accusation 
groundless, saying “I was the 
bolder of a valid press card, and . 
as such was entitled to cover all 


of interest to my "govern- 
ment- e 

In " a ‘,7,000-wOKfr essay pub- 
lished - in ~ the indpendent news- 
pDjw Sunday , Rushdie said his , 
novel was not meant to pain 
Muslims, but rather to create a 
literary language for “fonnerfy 
colonised, . sml -disadvantaged 
peoples,” those like himself who 
straddled different cultures — “a 
love-song to our mongrelC 
relieves.” 

Muslim leaders in Britain have 
rejected RushcHe’s obve-iranch, 
and condemned his determina- 
tion to push ahead for publication 
of a paperback edition. 

In. ms - essay = defending .free 
speech and calling bit moderate 
Muslims to read the book, Rush- 
die wrote that ‘T .recognise that 
many^Mnshriis have been felt 
shocked and pained too.Peihaps 
a way forward might .he found 
through foe mutual recogmftraof 
that tmpiyal pain. Let us attempt 
to believe in each other's good’* 
**■ - - - -v— -..-w- 



Algiers shaken by 2nd earfh tremor 


ALGIERS (R) — The city of Algiers and surrounding areas-were 
shaken fay an earth tremor Friday but no damage was reported, 
foe Algerian News Agency (APS) said. The tremor registered 4.8. 
on foe open-ended^ ^Richter Scale -— powerful enough toicaose 
■damage m~ populated areas. It was- tett in- Algiers,- BKda-and 
Tipaza at 0931 GMT, the agency sakL It was the second txrenbr 
since Feb. 5 when the Algiers area was shaken _by- a-tfmke 
registering 4.1 dn the Richter Scale It cdmcited witf a 
conference held in Tipaza, 60 kilometres, west of Algiers^ devpted 
to seismic risks. An earthquake last October in the same .kica” 
IdDed 30 people and. caused extensive damage. • v 


Alexander’s library to rise from ashes 


ASWAN, Egypt (R) — Debt-burdened Egypt,"; smxfims to 
recapture some of its .past glory, this weekend appeals'- to the 
outside world for help in res ur rec tin g the biggest library the 
ancient world, destroyed by fire more than 2,000 yeass ago. How 
to raise $160 million to pay for the Alexandria library is a 
question . Egyptian President Hosm Mubarak will put to an 
international conference in this Nfle-ride town. Personalities and 
leaders inriudmg French President Francois ..Mitterrand, Princess 
Caroline of Monaco and Sheikh Zaid Ihn Sultan A1 Nahayairof 
the Untied Arab Emirates are exj^ected to jpin Mubarak- Tbey 
are to discuss fond-raising for a new library near foe original site 
-in Alexandria built by Alexander the Great in' 332 BpC.' .The 
Alexandria library was the biggest in die ancient world<, d^wing 
in scholars from arcwmd the Mediterranean to cansuft fcs 
.manuscripts arid papyrus scroUL The pre-Gnistian, pre-Idanric 
library accumulated on one site the world’s biggest collection of 
knowledge on astrology, mathematics, medicine mid philosophy. 
A fire destroyed much of the library in 48 B-C. as InKas Ceabr’s 
legions sacked Alexandria. : 

Ethiopia, rebels aar6@ on talks 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethic^riiu^ghid Friday it fiad-^reed to 
hold jneKminary peace talks in Sanaa with a irimqrrelS group 
fighting for independence in the northern province of Entrea. 
Deputy Prime Nfirdster Ashagre Yi^etu was quoted by foe 
Ethiopian news agency (ENA) as sayinghe had held talks with 
government officials in North Yemen tms week bn the -planned 
talks wifo the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF). Hie said Ethiopia 
was prepared to start foe talks in Sanaa by the middle of "this 
monm but an exact date would not be set until North Yemen bad 
spoken to both sides. The ELF launched foe straggle for 
independence in Eritrea, a former Itahari colony on foe Red Sea 
cost, in 1961. In 1970 it split into foe 'ELF and foe Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), now the major rebela force in 
Eritrea. The government has already begun talks, with theJEjETF. 


Khamenei pardons 17® prisoners 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian leader Ayatollah Ah Khamenei 
granted amnesty to 178 prisoners to mark the llfo anniversary of 
the Islamic Revolution, the official news agency report ed Friday. 
The Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA),-ntozntxne(l m 
Nicosia, said foe prisoners came from 22 dries, throughout Iran. 
“They were serving prison terms upon v e rd ic t s of publkr or 
Islamic revolutionary courts,” said IRNA without specifying foe 
offenses. The state-run radio, also monitored in Cyprus, said foe 
pardons were proposed by Iran’s chief justice, Aya tollah Moham- 
mad Yazdi. 


Turkish consul in Komotlni returns home 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s consul in Komotinii y^ho has been 
declared persona non grata by Greece, returned home wifo his 
family, fore days before a deadline set for bis departure. Consul 
Kemal Gur, after crossing the border by car,, told reporters at the 
Ipsala, border gate that the situation in Komotini Was lively 
grave,” the semi-official Anatolia News agency, repeated.- The 
Muslim minority in the region “have their trust shaken in the 
Greek state and its justice," Anatolia quoted Gur as saying. Got 
was ordered to leave for referring to the 200,000-strong Muslim 
minori ty as “ethnic brothers” in a .petition to authorities in the 
remon recently plagued by ethnic strife^ In retaKation Tuikeybas 
declared Greece’s Istanbul consul general, Elias KKs, persona 
non grata. He must leave the country Sunday : ' - 
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Hot contest in the offing as engineers 
gear up for Feb. 23 association elections 


Jordta- Them Staff fUpextxr 

AMMAN-— Ahofiy c onte s ted 
race is in the wM-m* fof the 
h adembip of tbfc JottteaEa- 
gtnecn* Asoritfba, with at 
least nine, inching a woman, 
vjw* for the ucafcleaa, and 
another mac cr«fidfrte» for the 


A&hosgh qoJy two "blocs" 
— the crad^iowal “Green*,” 
which enxwes pan-Arab god 
lefist pohtkz i ,. economic and 
social piaffe ran, and the 
“whites," Much is identified 
with Is U i ytst tendencies — 
have taken definite shape 
ahead of 6c Feb. 23 ejection*, 
association sources said Friday 
that a third groapmg was in the 
offing and expected to be 
muxranced in the next 48 boms. 

The fwoc foti oa, ooe t£ the 
leading organisations seen as 
repr es e ntin g the “voke of edu- 
cated Jordania ns,** adopts a 
system of direct ejections to a 
two-year 10-member represent- 
ing cwfl eng i ne e rin g, and one 
each for architecture, electro- 
nics, chemical, mech ani c s and 
geo tom*. The 10th seat is re- 
served for “technical en- 
gineers* — those who have a 
bachelor of scarpne degree in 
engineering. 

An association «xnce said he 
expected at least 6,000 mem- 
bers to take part in the dfcc- 
tions, reflecting an increase of 
1.000 over dje figures for die 


fan election; held In 1988. 

FoRieddisrecttr 

The aawaatioo, like mast 
other, pro fessional anions and 
o r gSBwati o n s, has served as a 
prominent f o nim for ihiig 
po&tic*! views and thought* in 
the absence of pofitieal parties 

fa foe Kfagdpn, 

Although many members 
advocate a reassessment of the 
association's sole in tight of the 
exported birth of political par- 
ties under fiie proposed Nation- 
al Charter, none of the spokes- 
man for the Woe* said die "poli- 
tical character” should be 
brought to an end. 

' Lower Home of Pxrftemeat 
member Leith SbbeSat, presi- 
dent ctf die association since 
1988, is ooe of those who be- 
lieves that die role of (he asso- 
ciation should be reviewed. 
“When there were no political 
bodies to speak on behalf of the 
people, the association 
a snanetl an a n p ort si tf pofitieal 

rote hectare ft represented such 

a large number of educated 
Jordanians and also because 
there was no one dse to voice 
the people's needs,” ShbcOat 
told the Jordan Times. “Now 

fi y* 1 -n vlatinn phrtnM w « p — 

its priorities and concentrate on 
pr o fe s si onal issues and then on 
pofitieal janes,* Sbbe&Zst said 
m a telephone interview Friday. 
Accord ing to Sbbeilat, who 


said be was not seeking reelect 
tion, the association “has to 
raise ft s standards. Nothing 
should at this point come above 
the profession because that is 
after all oar nw» d'etre. The 
way things stand now, the 
issues will no longer be ooe of 
file people verses the govern- 
ment; it will be the people 
verses the 900910.“ 

Shbedfet, who was supported 
by both ‘'Greens” and 
•‘White**’ in the 1988 elections 
and secured 3,300 votes out of 
the 5,000 votes cast, said he was 
supp o rtin g “White** candidate 
Ahmad Ke&am for president in 
file Feb. 23 elections. 

Three of the nine candidates 
seeking file presidency are also 
expected to assume leadership 
of die blocs in the associ a ti o n. 
twiwit Brewish is expected to 
head the Green bloc and 
Abroad Reflani will bead the 
White Woe. Saleh Irsbeidat is 
tipped to head die yet unnamed 
third bloc, described by associa- 
tion members as a “variation of 
the Greens.” 

The main diffexnece between 
the “Greens and the new enti- 
ty, according to a source dose 
to the group, will be that it will 
adopt a “new approach towards 
implementing the platforms .” 

“The newbloc win deal with 
the process of democratisation 
in fife kingdom in g more dyna- 
mic and feasible manner,” the 
source said. 


‘New ere, new approach’ 

According to the Woe's pres- 
idential candi date , Irshodat, 
“we are living in a new era and 
that era demands a new 
approach.” 

“Our role will not be any 
different in meaning fro m the 
traditional Greens; it will only 
change in means and bases erf 
approach,” Irsbeidat told the 
Jordan Times Friday. “Instead 
of asking for political freedoms, 
we will ask for steps to be falcon 
to deal with the issue of unem- 
ployment of engineers. The 
issue is no less political, but the 
approach must change. Dealing 
with professional Issues and 
being politically involved are 
two sides of the same coin as fer 
as we are concerned,” be 
added. 

Keilani, who enjoys 
Shbeilat’s backing, has a list of 


“priorities” which he believes 
should be addressed in that 
order by the association. Top- 
ping the list are suggestions to 
tadue unemployment and to 
decentralise the dedson-mak- 
ing powers of the association. 

‘Higher awareuss* 

Members of the Green bloc 
concede that professional issues 
should indeed be the top prior- 
ity for the associa tion but argue 
that it should not cease to be a 
forum for political activity. 

“The amount of political 
awareness that exists in the 
engineers* and lawyers* associa- 


tions probably exceeds that of 
many people m p arHnT ~r f be- 
cause these people deal with 
the day-to-day problems in this 
country ” said a Greens activ- 
ist. “Ir their pofitieal roles were 
to be brought to an end, it 
woald be tantamount to a catas- 
trophe since these associations 
embrace all thoughts and col- 
ours in the pofitieal spectrum,” 
be said. 

Only 8,000 of the 22,000 
members of die association are 
eligible to vote. Many members 
are outside Jordan, mostly in 
the Arab Gulf countries, and 
many others are not up-to-date 
with payment of their does to 
the organisation and thus dis- 
quafified from taking part in the 
elections. 

Independent observer* esti- 
mate that 42 per cent of the 
members support* the Greens 
and 40 per cent favour the 
Whites, and see the rest as 
uncommitted. 

Following are file nine seek- 
ing the presidency of tihe asso- 
ciation: Saleh Irsbeidat, T<m»fi 
Brewish, Ahmad Keilani, Yos- 
ts Bargbouti (die sole woman 
candidate), Abdul Rahman 
Khader, Tajeddin Nuseibeh, 
Abdullah Natber, Izziddin A 
AJ Tell, ami Ahmad Abu Zeid. 

The candidates for the vice 
presidency are: Rack Kamel, 
Adnan Badran, Abdallah 
Hamameh, Rifki Suboh, Fathi 
Heiasat, Ziad DabdaJ, JalaJ 
Duwani, Fuad Silwadi and Hus- 
ni Abu Ghaida. 




Quee/i accepts membership writer remembered JTV to 

in world panel on Alexandria increa 


AMMAN p.T.} — Her Majesty 
Queen Npor ha* accepted the 
invitation of Mrs. Hostu Mubar- 
ak. the wife of the Egyptian presi- 
dent, and Umted Nation* Erfaica- 
tional. Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) Direc- 
tor General Federico Mayor to 
serve on the International Com- 
mission for the Revival of the 
Ancient libraiyof Alexandria, 
whose membership includes 


beadb of stare, several wodd dig- 
nitaries, notable academicians, 
and a Nobd Prize winner. 

The inaugural meeting of the 
commission will be held in 
Aswan, Egypt, 09 Feb. 11-12, 
under the patronage of President 
Hosxri Mubarak and will be 
attended by the me mb ers of the 
commission other ctisfing- 
msbed guests. 






Lower House meets today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parfiament wffibold its 
14th se ssio n Saturday to discuss reports of its various committees. 
During the session, Prime Minister Mudar Badran will present 
answer* to proposals tabled by deputies. 

Court to study diplomats’ transfer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tpc Higher Court of Justice wffl Saturday 
study the case presented by four diplomats who were r ecen tly 
tranrierred from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Ministry erf 
Labour and the Court of Civil Service. 

Hamdan to attend Thailand conference 

AMMAN (Petra) -^ Jordan will participate m an international 
conference on “Evocation for AH” scheduled to convene m 
T hailand Marti) 5. the four-day conference wffl tfiscuss me ans to 
bolster international cooperation in education. Minister of Educa- 
tion and Higher Education Mohammad Hamdan wffl lead the 
Jordanian delegation to die conference. 

Halibuna dot for commercial use 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Supply has warned commcr- 
dal firms against m«mg “Haifluma” dried milk to produce confec- 
tionaries, ice cream or biscuits. A ministry sta tem e n t said the 
product was imported to Jordan solely for use by die domestic 
sector and should not be used for co mme rcial purpose*. The 
ministry said its w a re h ouses bad enough stock of the product. 

Iraqis release Jordanian drivers 

f § _ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two Jordanian driven detained in Iraq for 
violating traffic rates on fast highways have been refereed. 


By Serene Bsh^ 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A commemorative 
service was held in honour of 
prominent Jordanian writer and 
poet Hosni Fariz, who died Jan. 4 
at the age of 83. leaving behind 
him a {peat literary legacy. 
The ceremony Thursday was 
attended by leading scholars, 
.government officials, parlia- 
mentarians and famil y members. 

Bom to a poor family in Salt in 
1907, Fariz was one of the first 
people who attended Salt secon- 
dary school after which be was 
! gim a sebotad^ by tbe Minis- 
try of Education in 1927 to pursue 
farther studies at the American 
University of Beirut. 

Upon fas return to Jordan after 
graduation from the AUB, he 
became a teacher of Arabic fiter- 
atnre, history and geography. He 
was then transferred to a school 
in Karak, because of his out- 
spoken views, and eventually re- 
turned to his old school in Salt to 
take die headmaster's position. 
Later, Fariz became the state 
inspector of exports, “a job I 
knew absolutely nothing about,” 


be said years later, and was pen- 
sioned in 1932. From 1962 to 
1963, he was undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Education, and in 
1988 he became the president of 
the Union of Jordanian Writers, 
and remained in that post till his 
death earlier this year. 

Fariz had been credited with 
many literary works. In 1938, he , 
wrote his first collection of poems ! 
“Forms of Love”, and in 1954 he ; 
wrote another collection entitled 
“My Country”. In 1986, be added 
a third collection of epic plays 
and poems. 

. According to leading figure* in 
Jordan’s literary movement, ! 
Fariz’s death was a huge loss to 
Jordan and to the literary herit- 
age of this country, which he 
helped build. He worked for sixty 
years studying, teaching, orga- 
nising, translating, writing short 
stories and novels, publishing 
articles, lecturing and participat- 
ing in conferences and seminars, 
said Dr. Nasereddin A1 Assad, a 
former minister of higher educa- 
tion. ‘Tariz had become a part of 
a part of Jordan’s traditional liter- 
acy heritage,” Assad said. 


Zaben urges stricter 
adherence to standards 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Mohammad A1 Zaben has 
stressed die need to abide by 
regulations governing wastewater 
treatment pants, drinking water, 
springs, and dams. 

Dining a meeting with the 
directors of health departments in 
various goverao ra tes and districts 


Thursday, Zaben called for closer 
control of food factories particu- 
larly dairy pants and bakeries. 

He also, stressed the need to 
bold monthly meetings to prom- 
ote die standard of health special- 
ists and introduce mothers to the 
importance of breastfeeding and 
educate ' them on breast cancer. 


increase 

French 

programmes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Tele- 
vision (JTV) has started receiving 
additional rour boms of French 
programmes every day directly 
beamed from Pans designed to 
boost French language prog- 
rammes. 

The programmes are being re- 
ceived by Intelsat 5-F-ll satellite 
through special facilities recently 
installed at the television station 
in Amman and the p rogram mes 
are being offered to Jordan free 
of charge, according to JTV offi- 
cials. 

They said the programmes, 
which will also sometimes be sent 
by airfreight, have prompted JTV 
to conduct a study of extending 
the duration of its daily French 
programme to absorb the addi- 
tional material 

Fuad Ben HUaleh, director of 
the French channel of JTV, told a 
press conference Thursday that 
Jordan was the first tcountry in 
file Middle East to be linked to 
this service but agreements have 
been drawn up with Egypt and 
Syria for similar cooperation and 
contacts were under way wtih 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
on similar a greem ents. . 

At present, he said, similar 
French programmes are sent to 
24 African connotes under spe- 
cial •agreements. The arrange- 
ment with JTV was made possible 
with the installation of a separate 
antenna near the television sta- 
tion. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

f - 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
rime and phux mth die concerned institutions. 


☆ A pbtte art edijhftiMi wMdt fadadcs psfatfag*, so d ptiim and 
cerami c works, at the Sp—frh Cnttanrf Centre. 

☆ An ex hflrf tkm of ph ot o* of plays fe ednl by Cham, Me* 
gulch, Mu ot ft fc fa c, Ptauche* 'and others, at flee F re nch 
Cnknral Centre. 

* A pbo te gr apWc nMMtion entitled “Panorama 1909” at the 
Soviet Cultural Centre. 

☆ An eadribftteo of painting* by AHa Amnoora, Nmbfta Hfimi and 
Nawal Abdafiah at Abdul Ham ted Sfcotuaa Foundation. 

■tr A plastic art nMhM ni by Thwflq Ai Sayed at Out Goethe 

IfadttstBa ’ ■ 

* An rxfaftfthui entitled “The Blue Rider” at Mn’ta Univerrity. 


Ur A Jectiae by Dr. Daoud AI ftrewi « “the co nse r v ati on of 
t h r ea ten ed wftMow era fa Jordan** at the APB Alumri CM* — 
7:98 pj*. 


Hr Ah Bilan fikn tariffed “Loaf Live tiie Lady,” shown as part of 
the Europea fim festival, at FMbddpfaia Hotel at 8M pj®. 


'fir A concert by the French duo Gerard and Manppfci acconqm- 
ufed by Elsa Mtfgnk at Ysnnenk Oulvenfty at htt p.ra. 




By Sana - 

Special to the Jt 


AMMAN — Movie-goers and 
video film addicts who enjoy 
watching “non- American” 
movies once in a while have 
difficulty in finding European 
film* in Jordan. But now is the 
time for those addicts to indulge 
themselves in ‘‘foreign” movies 
for eight consecutive days. 

Starting next Saturday, eight 
member states of the European 
Community (EO, and the EC 
delegation in Jordan, are bringing 
to tbs Jordanian audience eight 
different European films to be 
screened at the Philadelphia 
Cinema in Jabal Amman. 

According to the head of the 
EC Commission delegation, 
Christian Falkowski, providing a 
cross-section of different films 
from Europe rives Jordanian au- 
dience an idea of the “best 
cinematic productions by Euro- 
pean directors in the Jut three 
years, that are not normally avail- 
able in Jordan.” 

Falkowski said that the Euro- 
pean fiftn festival, the third of its 
kind held in Amman patronised 
by IBs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasran, reflects “the rich 
variety of individual national 
characteristics which, taken as a 
whote, represents a umqire cultu- 
ral blend” of European culture. . 

According to the head of the 
commission, the first and second 
film festivals, held in Amman in 
1987. and 1989, gained quite a 
success. He saidTOit because of 


andtence demand, some of the 
films were repeated at extra 
screenings. 

“Jordan is tire only country in 
the Middle East where these 
annual film festivals are held. But 
a* a result of the success of the 
films in Amman, a similar Euro- 
pean film festival wffl now take 
place in Damascus next month,” 
Falkowski said at a press confer- 
ence earlier this week. 

He said that the screening of 
European movies was only one 
manifestation in introducing 
European culture, especially that 
Jordanians “love to watch 
movies.” 

There is comedy, drama and 
adventure in the cross-section of 
films tins year, all of which are 
productions erf the late 1980s. 

The Italian movie reflects a 
comic day in the life of a 16-year- 
old hotel management student 
who works as a waiter at a grand 
gala tfinncT, but pr efe r s to remain 
a child. 

The Dutch film is somewhat of 
a wild goose chase comedy de- 
picting a woman wanted by two 
men who search for her when she 
and her small daughter play a 
disappearing act 

From the synopses distributed 
to the press, the British drama, 
on the Blade Hill, sounds Site one 
of those best seller mini-series 
seen On TV — a saga of genera- 
tions in a Welsh form from 1895 
to 1980. 

' The Belgian drama is abont 
k»ve and loyalty; the Greek about 


the struggle against monotony 
and routine and the Spanish ab- 
out gypoe life, the supernatural 
and rituals. 

The French film depicts two 
young men who adventurously 
challenge the greatness of the 
ocean, and the West German 
movie is about a woman who 
helps her boyfriend accomplish 
bis dreams by putting him m a 
position where be cannot bade 
out 

Tbe eight films, all of which are 
subtitled in English, are sche- 
duled to start at 8 p.m. on tbe 

follo wing days: 

— Feb. 10: “Long Live the 
Lady” directed by Italian prize 
winner Ermaimo Ginn; 

— Feb. 11: "The Big Bine” 
directed by Reach prize winner 
Luc Besson; 

— Feb. 12: British film “On 
tiie Blad e HET* by Welsh director 
Andrew Grieve; 

— Feb. 13: “Sailors Don’t 
Cry” by Belgian director Marc 
Didden; 

Feb. 14: “The Pilot,” directed 
g^Swiss-bom German Erwin 


— Feb. 15: ‘'Birthday Town” 
directed by Greek prize winner 
Takis Papayarmkfis; 

— Feb. 16: “Bewitched Love” 
directed by Spanish prize winner 
Carios Saura; 

— Feb. 17: “Looking for Ei- 
leen” by Dutch director Rndolph 
Van Der Berg. 

Entry to aO films are free of 
charge. 



The unemployment problem in Jordan is sees 1 by 

many and ex p ert* as “behavioural** 

mean i ng that Jordanian* frown at “low- 


level” jobs such as in forming, butcheries, and 
domestic services (Fite photo). 


Move does not aim at legally employed 


foreigners, Labour minister explains 


Issuance of work permits 
to be resumed after study 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Tbe Ministry of 
Labour is currently conducting a 
study on the labour market in 
Jordan to determine the King- 
dom's requ ir ements of foreign 
workers, especially in the sectors 
of agriculture, nursing and 
domestic services where Jorda- 
nian substitutes could not be 
found. Minister of Labour 
Qaseem Obeidat said Friday. 

Once tbe study is over, tbe 
mi n istr y win resume tbe issuance 
of work permits to non-Jorda- 
nians whose services are needed 
in specific areas, the minister was 
quoted as saying by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Tbe minister was interviewed 
by Petra on the implications and 
implementation of a a decision by 

thft miw iiftry fo fr ww th^. icaianw 

of work permits as of Feb. 8 until 
farther notice. The derision was 
announced Wednesday by the 
ministry, which said the move 
was pan of the government’s 
policy of alleviating the King- 
dom’s unemployment problem 
through closer Tnfww t nring and 

controlling of tbe local labour 
market and finding Jordanian re- 
placements for foreign workers in 
various sectors. 

Obeidat told Petra Friday that 
one of the main aims of the move 
was to eliminate the illegal em- 
ployment of foreign workers by 
local businesses. He stressed that 
ft would not have any impact on 
foreigners who have already been 
issued work penniis by the minis- 
try and (fid not mean that foreign 
workers would be ordered to 
leave the country. “It is directed 
at violators of tbe few, particular- 
ly those employers who employ 


non- Jordanians without obtaining 
work permits,” foe minister was 
quoted as saying sby Petra. 

The ministry will continue to 
cooperate with businesses with a 
view to finding employment for* 
Jordanians, according to Man-: 
sour Al Utum, director erf tbe 
Employment Office of the Minis , 
try of Labour. 

Utum was quoted as saying by 
Petra that Jordan had enough job 
opportunities for Jordanians, par- 
ticularly in non-white collar sec- 
tors. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
said recently that there were over 

80.000 unemployed Jordanians in 
the country at a time when 

175.000 non-Jor danian* were em- 
ployed in the Kingdom’s various 
sectors. In a move designed to 
discourage the employment of 
foreign workers, the ministry has 
introduced annual work permit 
charges, ranging from JD 50 in 
the agricultural and nursing sec- 
tors to JD 100 and JD 3&0 in 
others. 

Utum, in statements carried by 
Petra, called on all Jor danian 
employers to give priority to 
Jordanians in employment and 
give training to prepare them to 
take .over jobs from foreigners. 

Mann bnsmes&men’s caH 


However, the government 
move to free the issuance of work 
permits was criticised by 
businesses in Maan in the south. 
A meeting organised by local 
businessmen in Maan Thursday 
to discuss the ministry decision 
derided to send cables to Badran 
and Obeidat irigmg the govern- 
ment to rescind the move, “which 
will have adverse imparts” on 
Mann businesses. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
meeting, Haitam Al Nasser, own- 
er of a Maan confectionary told 


Petra that businessmen in the 
area wanted to help the govern- 
ment in its endeavour* to allevif 
ate the unemployment problem, 
but had been finding little success 
in their search for Jor danian 
- workers to replace foreigners em- 
ployed in various sectors. 

Mohammad Ali Salameh, own- 
er of a brick -making plant, was 
quoted as saying by Petra that he 
had repeatedly advertised in local 
papers asking for local workers 
but none had responded, thus 
forcing him to employ non-Jorda- 
nians. 

Ahmad Khalaf Sal ah, who 
operates a gas cylinder business, 
said he was disappointed to find 
that Jordanians did not stay more 
than a few days of work with him 
and thus had no alternative other 
than to employ non-Jordanians. 

Mohammad Mousa Aim Saleh, 
a butcher, also gave a similar 
story. He said he found Jorda- 
nians were not interested in 
working at a butchery and had to 
look for non-Jordanians to work 
for him. 

Aqaba sitnatfam 

The Aqaba labour department 
provided 151 job opportunities in 
January for Jordanians out of a 
total of 160 applications, director 
of tiie department told Petra. 

The department withheld 79 
work permits foreign nationals 
from 11 countries at tbe expiry of 
these permits in accordance with 
regulations which provide for re- 
framment from renewing work 
permits if Jordanian substitutes 
could be found. 

Tbe department, according to 
tbe director, undertook a total of 
137 inspection tours to various 
institutions in Aqaba in Ja nuary 
to make sure that regulations 
related to foreign labourers were 
followed thoroughly. 


Europe film festival begins today 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


A leading Industrial and Commercial Company in Saudi Arabia has the following job 
openings : - 

* BUSINESS SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT * 

This is a challenging position which involves assisting the operating entities in the 
evaluation aod development of the appropriate business decisions that facilitate 
consolidation and continuous improvement of their marketing position . 
effectiveness and ultimate leadership . The position will also assist in the proper 
execution of new projects both industrial and Commercial . 

The candidate must have a University Degree in Marketing or Financial Management . 
Should be bilingual and familiar with PC hardware and software. Previous 
experience in Business Consultancy with Speciality in Marketing and Financial 
analysis is essential . In addition to the competitive salary . the Company is offering an 
attractive benefit package which includes housing allowance, medical insurance 
coverage, an annual paid leave of one full month . a company car and one annual 
round trip airticket to and from domicile . 

* ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT / ANALYST * 

* 

A combination of administrative and database skills is required by the company , 
seeking someone to provide administrative services, data entry support, 
maintenance of automated files systems and analytical and research support to the 
department. 

The candidate must have a BA in Business Administration or B . Sc . in Computer 
Science. Should be fluent in Arabic and has the ability to write lucid reports in 
English. Familiarity with PC hardware and software with experience especially 
proficiency in word processing and office automation is essential . Related work 
experience is.desfrable . 

To apply . please send full career and salary details to: 

PERSONNEL MANAGER 
P.O.BOX 830351 
AMMAN/JORDAN 
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Floatation vs inflation 

THE RECENT decision of the Central Bank to flo at interest 
rates in a bid to promote investment, curb inflation mid 
bolster the value of the Jordanian currency is indeed 
commendable, albeit over due. Yet, after many days on the 
appiifati mi of that bold monetary policy the interest rates 
have not floated high enough to reach even the expected 
Inflationar y rate winch is conservatively estimated at 13 per 
cent This suggests that the floatation process is more 
artificial H»nn real, for experts would readily concede that 
Interest rates should not be lower than the inflati on rate, 
otherwise they would effectively be negative real interest 
rates. 

Since the Kingdom has started a new phase in all its styles 
of life, be they pofiticsi or economic or whatever on the basis 
of jGrankness , and realism in dealing with one anot her, one is 
at a loss to the lack of such avowed features in 

mnantaSning ; interest rates at such a tow level where they can 

never be rx pretpd to promote investment or curb infl a tion 
or bolster the value of the dinar as projected. Jordan is not 
the only e mmtr y nor the last to suffer from high inflation, 
unemp loyment and weakening currency. Yet, in all the 
wimrfrifg with dmgar woes the first adjustment made to 
rectify the course of the country has been to raise interest 
rates a few points beyond the rate of inflation. As potential 
Jordanian investors are currently at the mercy of the banks 
ope rating to the country, which apparently determine or 
even fix interest rates in a manner most profitable to than, 
the Central Bank of Jordan is dutybouud to intervene in a 
mflimw simil ar to interventions of other central banks all 
over the world. The first thing that Jordan’s Central Bank is 
raikd p pnn to do is to fix rediscount rate in fine with the 
projected rate of mflatim which would serve as a basis for 
tending between the bank and other commercial banks in 
Jordan or —mug commercial banks. The next move could 
take the firm of cakalatiiig a commercial interest rate on the 
bash of the centrrf bank’s interest rate. Such a step would 
create the kind of rftmatp which could promote investment, 
curb mftetinn and support the dinar . Once investment is 
trufy encouraged, there would be enough capital gen era ted 
in the c o un try to construct and develop the kind of 
export-oriented industries as well as labour intensive 
enterprises that the country is in need of. Thai and only 
then Jordanians aspire to end their econ omi c and fiscal 
hardships on a realistic and pr agmati c bash. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITOI 


A1 Ka*i Arabic daily on Friday lamented the situation in the Arab 
region and said that while the world is moving towards real 
economic and political development, the Arab countries are stfii 
in disarray ami dealing with side issues, unable to deal with 
matters of real concern to the Arab people in the coming century. 
The paper said that Europe and the work! at large are witnessing 
real change to the better, as the East-West tension eases and as 
Europe prepares for unity by the year 1992. The door is now open 
for real change in government and economic structures and the 
statesmen of the world are reassessing their priorities in view of 
the developments and with a view to working out new formulas 
for the 21st century, said the paper. But, it noted, the Arab 
countries are still lagging behind, and did not prepare anything for 
the coming century, involved only in tide issues without any real 
and serious planning for the future. It said that the Arab World 
tries desperately to deal with the influx of Soviet Jews into 
Palestine, the question of river waters flowing to Iraq, Syria and 
Egypt, the situation in Lebanon and other matters without 
preparation, planning or joint efforts. The paper urged die Arab 
leaders to meet at a summit where they can seriously discuss 
matters of concern to their people and plan for real unity without 
winch there is no future tor the Arab Nation. 


Al Dnstour Arabic daily discussed the situation in Palestine as the 
uprising there enters the third month of its third year. The paper 
said that one cannot but express real admiration and total support 
for the oppressed people trying to retist an aggress i ve power and 
all forms of barbaric and criminal actions. The paper expressed 
regret that violence and oppression being imposed on the 
Pafesthnans have not yet aroused the conscience of the free and 
civilised world. It said that the latest picture of barbaric action is 
now being exercised against the Palestinian city of RaCab because 
the driver of a bus that was attacked in Egypt recently resulting in 
the death of a group of Israelis came from that town. As the 
atrocities continue, tne American president insists on showing his 
support for die Israeli crimes by demanding that Moscow operate 
direct flights between Moscow and Palestine to fly Jews who win 
be settled on Arab land with American money, the paper noted. 
Instead of exercising its pressure on Israeli leaders to stop brutal 
practices, the United States is stubbornly following the course of 
aggression against the Arabs, totally disregarding international 
principles and human rights. 


Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily commented on the situation in 
Lebanon where the Christians are involved in a fratricidal war. 
The paper said that as the leaders of the Sfi’lte groups are 
continually fighting each other not on religious ground, the tom 
now is for the Christians to follow suit and kill one another in a 
manner that could only satisfy die selfish interests of their leaders. 
The pa st years have proved that all conflicts inside Lebanon have 
no thing to do with religion or faith, and proved also that no 
foreign country or the Pope can bring an end to the greed of the 
leaden of factional groups, the paper said. It suggested that the 
legitimate central power of the president should move to end all 
Shfite or Christian fighting and put an end to the Lebanese 
people's ordeal. 


Democracy and National 


THE practice of democracy is fike its very concept, indivisible: 
either yon have it or yon don’t. It is from this premise that the 
future Jordan National Charter should emanate. It should be 
flexible enough to allow for new developments over tune. And, 
while it should give direction, it qnst never be allowed to became 
a straitjacket for the body or the mind, but merely light the way. 

I have always been afraid of those who drink they have a 
monopoly over the truth and who speak in absolute terms. For, it 
is they who, acting under the guise of democracy, kill its very 
essence, and in die name of creating a philosophy for one or 
another aspect of life: die ec on omy, education, social transforma- 
tion... they create yet another pattern, another mould the escape 
or deviation from which is most difficult. 

What we need is a developing set of concepts to help in 
reaching our goals whether political, economic, or social. A hying 
ideology that is in constant interaction with life, changing as fife 
changes, and not a yoke over our necks making our life more 
difficult. A forward looking manif est o anticipating the future, its 
challenges, changes and possibilities and not a totalitarian qeed 
that ties us to a post. Our charter should indeed rest upon and 
foster our sense of historical values, tradition and mission, » gam 
developing out of these an agenda for the fame, not fixating itself 
m the past. 

The charter should revolve around the major issues dealing 
with our present and future fife. An a ttemp t should be made at 


deriding certain issues: ideologically, politically, economically 
and socially. What sort of society do we visualise for ourselves and 
our childr en? What are the broad strategic outlines and hopes? 
What methods are we to pursue to reach these goals? 

' Above all else we must liberate our mi nd so th at it ran roam, 
speculate, question, seek answers and attempt solutions. All 
aspects of fife should be subject to our scrutiny and questioning. 
In looking over oar past few centuries as contraste d with those of 
foe Western experience, we must realise that Western socie ty 
broke the syndrome of underdevelopment, ignorance and disease 
when the mind of the average man was released. We need not 
repeat the same experience extactfy but we do need to look very 
closely so as to find out why and how they succeeded while we are 
still grappling with the same questions of centuries ago. 

The charter should be an elaboration; an expansitm.af the lofty 
princip les of democracy and the dignity of man already present in 
our cultural heritage. Until only two or three decades ago, our 
people in Jordan and Palestine lived in rural towns, villages, or as 
, nomads. Consultation, a form of de facto democracy, was already 
one of our main cultural traits. The village elder, the mokhtar, foe 
selectman, consulted with ins people on tha rrife : The same 
was true of the sheikh of the tribe in whose drwa n, co uncil , the 
elders of the tribe derided their affair s in consultation with each 
other. These social instituti ons, our historical heritage, lost since 


the rise off die modem nation state with foe 

War I, should not be ignored. These social fegadesjan 

j — - - >....1 nf the gtorions Koran itself. 


inhere teems 
it that a m 


consultation among tbemsdves, and m a latter Verne there ls um 
order, “consult them” in their affaire. ^ 

Now that the international and regional, atmosphere teems 
encouraging, we should take the chanc fc and see w it that a new 
Jordan can be constructed. Both IBs ftfajesty Kinfr Huss cm, an d 
King Abdullah declared and acted upon their intension to e xpanti 
thenorizons of the participatory system of govecnpi fent- Pemo- 
cracy, while rooted in Greek thought is also part andpairalQf me 
heritage of man. It has been part of the dream .of free 
throughout the ages, ft is a Systran designed toexpanunot ferine* 
foe hoyfamm of ™n in his society, ft allows 'for stebDityazkf 
l e gitimacy while q p uirin g liberty anti pa r tic ip ation, its greatest 
advantage is that it allows for tfae.rehaae.bif ii xfiyid Daj ^tefeBt, to e 
individual initiativ e, to explore- new hori z o ns without Vfiscanfilifi 
old values, ft is the' maintenance of that deficatefy^balaiKM 
tynririw that en s ure s the surviv al of die thesis andite anti-thesis at 
the time, constantly foe miiliire asd dmVdb%hg 

fnr foe vitality of fife to continue." 

Al AGtbaq, foe charter should give new hope by its intended, or 
Ltapefully intended mixture of modernity and tratfittonafism. 


Fay oum fundamentalist remains as enigmatic as his supporters 


By Myra MacDonald 

Reuter 

FAYOUM, Egypt — At dusk a 
Mind man in long white robes is 
led by Ins three sons from his 
home to the mosque across the 
road. 

The Egyptian authorities re- 
gard Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man — the Muslim theologian 
accused but acquitted of mnting 
the assassination of President 
Anwar Sadat in 1981 — as one of 
the co un tr y 's most dangerous 
men. 

He is firing under house anest, 
cooped up on two floors of a 
small government-subsidised 
home in Fayoum, a p re tty oasis 
rify southeast of Cairo, with two 
wives and eight children. 

The 52-year-old spiritual leader 
of the outlawed Al Jamaa Al 
Tslanria is on trial for alleged 
involvement in street dashes last 
April, but a court order has freed 


him pending the verdict. 

Officially thwirh Omar ran go 
where be wants, but more than a 
dozen security guards around his 
house turn away visitors. 

He is allowed out once a day to 
cross a dusty unpaved street to 
attend evening prayers at the tiny 
Sayed Kamel mosque. The 
guards fend off anyone trying to 
talk to him on his way there. 

The guards point to a sign 
above the house’s door saying it is 
a nursery school. 

“And I am the headmaster of 
the school,” said one man, his 
face nearly covered by a brown 
muffler, dark glasses and a b lack 
cap, who ordered journalists to 
leave — so as not to disturb die 
children. 

Sheikh Omar’s only contact 
with die outside world is the 
telephone. 

He says be is not even allowed 
to attend the noon prayers on a 


Friday, the most important week- 
ly ceremony for a Muslim. 

“You will write that I said that, 
won’t you,” he said on the tele- 
phone. 

Sheikh Omar wanted to give a 
news conference. But journalists 
outride his house were told he 
was out of town and would not 
talk to women. 

He said on the telephone that 
be was in Fayoum and did want to 

talk . 

Sh eikh Omar is as mnch of an 
enigma as the fundamentalists 
who support him, surrounded by 
so many myths and conflicting 
information which keeps the 
truth a mystery. 

Dangerous criminal or perse- 
cuted btind man, Sheikh Omar 
shows up the rival views of Egyp- 
tians about fundamentalists. 

Some think the Mamie mfli- 
tants are plotting the violent 
overthrow of the state to set up 
an Iranian-style regime. 


Others believe they are the 
victims of a random repression 
made possible by Egypt’s wide- 
ranging emergency laws allowing 
thousands to be detained without 
charge. 

Fayoum itself yields few 
answers to those conflicting 
views. 

In run-down backstreets near 
Sheikh Omar’s house, there are 
'many bearded men and . the 
women are covered from head- 
to-toe, often in black. 

But elsewhere in the predomi- 
nantly peasant town, women in 
gafly-cotoared dothes with bas- 
kets on their heads cany on as the 
Egyptian fellaheen (peasants) 
have been doing for centimes, 
their fives tittle touched by poli- 
tical rhanges or upheavals. 

Old men sit outside drinking 
tea under the winter sun and 
talking. A few tourists come to 
buy baskets and lookatFayomn’s 


famous water wheels. ■ r 

To the government, Fayoum is 
a hotbed of fandamentaKsm. 

But only the- presence of 
dozens of soldiers, standing on 
alert after Friday prayers, gives 
any hint of tension. 

Even today, the fimd am e nlaK st 
movement r ema ins as' obscure as 
it did 10 years ago before the 
murder of Sadat. 

Fragmented into groups, it 
ranges fro m the Jamaa, initially a 
university-based grouping 
courted by Sadat to ofltet Conn 
munists, to tile Jihad — whose 
members .killed Sadat — to the 
Muslim Brotherhood. - Only the 
Brotherhood has gained official 
tolerance and is allowed tost in 

parliament f 

All offer Warn as the sedation 
to Egypt's problems and are bo- 
Heved to have support m afllevds 
of society. 

Then influence is evident in the - 


jfortring number ofwomenwear- 
mg tfae ,veiL;and m. increaring 
1 number s of people. who rtopwotk 
to pray fire times a c&fy. ":. x 
. Many rid ieve thatissimpty 
because more Egyptians are tinn- 
ing to religion to &kL comfort 
from economic hardship. .1 

Since Sada& assassination 1m 
foijaft idri h ie kept a relative- - 
ly taw praQcjnt whether tim u 
became they are weaker or better 
controlled is imbmsibte to assess. 

New Interior minister Mohann a 
mad Moussa, who replaced hard- w 
Ewer TakA Batfr to ■ mhnrii j ft 
reported to be a moderated able 
to talk to MnaHms Newspapers 
say hundreds have been released 
from jail once ^fonssa-took * 
office. . : . . 

But Sheikh Omar, rays dozens 
hare been arrested smceMoasn 
took over and fop word in 
Fayoom i£ that he is a$n tougher - 
than his foedecessor! 


‘Sanctions forced change in South Africa 


By Christopher . Wftmo 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Econo- 
mic sanctions against South Afri- 
ca hare worked. 

Hus is the conclusion of eco- 
nomists and political analysts who 
believe that the level of pain 
inflicted on South Africa by sanc- 
tions had become unendurable 
and was a major factor behind the 
government's recent sweeping 
political reforms. 

Anti-apartheid campaigners 
worldwide haded the fitting of a 
30-year-old ban on the African 
National Congress (ANC) by 
President F.W. de Klerk and fas 
promise of freedom for jailed 
ANC leader Nelson Mandela as a 
victory for sanctions. 

Sceptical analysts who once 
feared that financial and trade 
penalties would only stiffen the 
white government’s resolve to 
ding to power and increase its 
hostility towards the outride 
world now concede that sanctions 
played a pivotal role in bringing 
political change. 

“Without doubt it was neces- 
sary to put press u re on the gov- 
ernment to implement reforms. 
One can’t deny that sanctions 
hare played a role in tins,” said 
Sample Teneblancbe, professor 
of economics at Stellenbosch 
University. 

Others agree. “It would be 
naive to believe that sanctions 
had no part in the recent re- 
forms,” said Ronnie Bethlehem, 
chief economist at ™img house 
Johannesburg Consolidated In- 
vestment. 

Terreblanche added: “The 
answer is not now to impose more 
sanctions. If the U.S. lifts sanc- 
tions, it conk! give de Klerk a 
boost to cany cm with the reforms 
he has started. 


“Thfc game of sticks and car- 
rots has to be played with great 
sophistication,” he said. 

Economists expect the United 
States to take the lead in reasses- 
sing sanctions as it did in 1986 
when Congress enacted the com- 
prehensive anti-apartheid act, 
barring imports of South African 
iron, steel, coal, agricultural pro- 
duce and krugerrands and halting 
new investment and bank loans. 

But few believe sanctions will 
be rolled back until the govern- 
ment releases Mandela and starts 
power-sharing negotiations with 
the Hack majority. 

“A reassessment of sanctions is 
now called for by die U.S. and 
the European Community. But 
the foning is very delicate. If 
sanctions are lifted too quickly, it 
could alternate foe ANC,” said a 
Western diplomat in Pretoria. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher said on Tuesday 
the European Community should 
lift its ban on new investment in 
South Africa when Mandela is 
freed. 

But political analysts said 
Thatcher risked losing leverage 
with blacks if she pushed too hard 
to ease the pressure on Pretoria. 

They added that foreign com- 
panies would not be keen to 
invest here as long as the ANC 
advocates nationalisation of ma- 
jor industries. 

Economi s ts point to a land- 
mark spee c h by former Reserve 
Bank Governor Gerhard dc Kock 
in 1988, in which he said Pretoria 
would hare to devise a more 
equitable political syst em if h 


and revive growth. 

They said the speech revealed 
traces of panic in high govern- 
ment circles about how severely 
sanctions were squeezing the eco- 
nomy. 


Battle fines on the vexed sanc- 
tions issue are as dear inside 
South Africa as the racial divide 
itself. Most black leaders — in 
the ANC, anti-apartheid groups, 
the churches and the trade unions 
— support them. Most whites 
oppose them. 

“Sanctions have played a ma- 
jor part in bringing South Africa 
this far. To lift the pressure now 
would be premature. The time to 
lift sanctions is once political 
negotiations are underway,” said 
reformed churches leader Allan 
Boesak. 

Meanwhile, local businessmen 
have become expe rt sanctions 
busters and South African com- 
panies operating abroad hare 
learned to cover their tracks for 
fear of embarrassing attacks on 
their products and customers. 

South African trade is now a 
murky business of middlemen, 
front co mp a n ies, bills of lading 
with differing destinations and 
clande stine shipments through 
politically neutral countries. 

Despite the bravado associated 
with cocumventing sanctions, die 
psychological impact of disinvest- 
ment by a string of big-name 
multinati o nal mmpaniM and the 
retreat into a siege economy has 
taken its tolL 

The annual growth rate drop- 
ped to under two per cent in the 
1980s from an average four per 
• cent in the- 1970s. The value of 
the rand has plummeted by two 

thirds a gainst foe dollar and 

haired against sterling over the 
past decade. 

Black unemployment, esti- 
mated at 35 per cent, is soaring: 
Economists say that without fore- 
ign investment and bank loans. 
South Africa cannot hope to 
generate the four or five per cent 
growth it needs to keep pace with 
tire burgeoning population. 


Capital outflows have been 
huge — about $12 billion smee' 
■1984 — most of it used to repay 
’foreign debt after inte rnational 
creditor banks cut off loans in 
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Angust l985_ Mm^ ma fie now fa&ests howxogtttfic 

-was- toe most-'dunagittK’ Sanctifor r - d&ariomy ' a kifi i tfi 1 ■ 
of all. ; - ™ Robert Sdirire^o^^ito 

.“De Klerk realises the status, ‘professor at thejUdiiraify trf 
quo cannot continue. The (Stem- Gape Town. A - p? 


Communism retains potency : 
for anti-apartheid South \Africans 


By Wfltt&m MacLean 

Reuter . 

JOHANNESBURG -r- South 
Africa's tiny Communist Party 
(SACP), free to operate openly 
after the government lifted a 40- 
year ban on Friday, has an influ- 
ence in the anti-apartheid move- 
ment that belies its size. 

Party members occupy key 
positions in the African National 
Congress (ANC) guerrilla orga- 
nisation, also unbanned by Pru- 
dent F.W. de Klerk, and in rapid- 
ly growing blade trade unions. 

Left-wing activists and 
academics said the SACP is held 
in respect by many blades who 
believe business has profited 
from the large* pool or cheap 
black labour created by apar- 
theid. 

“Oppression and capitalism go 
hand in hand,” said Peter Moka- 
ba of the Sooth African Youth 
Congress, a major anti-apartheid 
group dose to the ANC 
- “Capitalism and racialism are 
mextricabfy intertwined in South 
Africa,” said universily tr. arfar 
Neville. Alexander. 

Cries of “Viva SACP’ and 
“Store is our hero”, a reference 
to Communist party leader Jose 
Store, are routine at meetings of 
a wide variety of anti-apartheid 
organisations. 

Store is a one-time suprem e 


commander of the ANCs milit- 
ary wing and still has a top post 
with tiie ANC A white South 
African, be has been reviled by 
tiie authorities as public enemy 
number one. 

lire SACP’s popularity soared 
during an uprising agai nst white 
role between 1984 and 1986 that 
radicalised Made township youth, 
although membership is believed 
to have been kept defiberatdy 
small at around a few hundred for 
security reasons. 

Left-wing activists said they be- 
lieved the unb anning of the party 
sprang from the collapse of Com- 
munist role in Easton Europe, 
which had had a moderating in- 
fluence on the SACP and con- 
vinced Pretoria that Marxism was 
no longer a threat. 

“The youth are very aware of 
Eastern Europe and support 
perestroika,” said Mokaba, refer- 
ring to Kremlin leader Mikhafl 
Gorbachev's reforms in the 
Soviet Union. 

Al exander told Reuters former 
gnerrilas trained in Eastern 
Europe before pro-democracy 
movements took hold there last 
year had said they were disallo- 
sioued by their experiences. 

“Many of the political cadres 
and guerrillas were alienated by 
conditions there,” he said. 

Evans in Eastern. Europe led 
foe 69-year-old Zambian-based 


SACP' recently to abandon its 
kragheid support ■ for . Stafimst 
Communism and embrace Gor- 
bachev*S\ refo rms . ■- / ■' 

. SlovoA wrote recently that 
Sodafism rad crumbled in 'Eastern 
Europe bteanse it had become 
distorted, but , tiie ideology stifl. 
had a plare in South' Africa’s 
future. \ 


He said trie party had moved 
away from trie type of Socafism 
practised in Eastern Emopeafler - 
World War nT 

The SACP, Secretive andmtel- 
lectual, and the. .mass-based 
ANC, the man organisation : 
fighting white nue, are both com- * 
mitted to endmgmie inequalities 
of wealth between' black and 
white and to a\ measure of 
nationalisation of industry; 

An inmortant source of SACP 
support- has- been, me^growtit ta 
membership of black unions, 
legalised in 1979. TIte batons say 
giant mining!, companies p r actis e 
forms of apartheid in the work- 
place that would be illegal in 
Western Entope or. North 
America. \ ■ ■ ■ - 

e A£ ftJW ? n * dose to the 
SACP said few Communists 
would feeL confident enough to 
admit to membezshm <jf tiie party 
immediately. • - ■ • 


i black A and 
measure of 


Western dreams of a ‘peace dividend’ may still be long way off 

Stephen Jutes military threat, have raised hoses fnr n ranid rename force in the In «(»» k«. th. Fworn n wnn i U l ho Maty\ K. ~i J 


LONDON — In their minds. 
Western politicians are already 
spending defence savings caused 
by troop cuts in Europe, but 
ec o nomists say the “peace di- 
vidend” of East bloc reform 
cookl impose heavy social and 
economic costs. 

Such c ip e ife say the prospect 
of huge defence cuts promised by 
the ierotutioD in the Eastern bloc 
in the short term prove elu- 
sive and redrawing the military 
map of Europe could, on tiie 
contrary , impose uncharted bur- 
dens cm people and economies. 

White House proposals for 
deeper U.S. and Soviet forces 
cuts in Europe and a growing 
p erc ep tion in tiie West that the 
Warsaw Fact poses a dwindling 


military threat, have raised hopes 
for massive savings on defence 
budgets in coming years. 

Belgium and the Netherlands 
have already indicated they are 
anxious to cash in the peace 
efividend and cut their troop levels 
in West Germany. 

In Wa shin g to n, as the annml 
ritual of negotiating foe budget 
begins, con g re ssm en are looking 
to fond domestic programmes 
through defence cuts. 

But economists caution that at 
a time when Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is taking the 
biggest gamble of his career in 
breaking the Co mmuni st Patty's 
monopoly on power, tiie political 
and military picture of Eastern 
Europe is fer from stable. 

“Instability in Eastern Europe 
argues a ga in s t doing away with 
armies altogether and tiie need 


for a rapid response force in tiie 
West — that would be very ex- 
pensive,” said Jim JRoDo, econom- 
ist at the Royal Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs. 

“Until the strategic options are 
clarified, we don’t really know 
what the peace efividend is.” 

In the short-term, economists 
say troop cuts could spark expen- 
sive reorganisation of NATO 
fo rces and produce knock-on 
effects throughout West Euro- 
pean economies where thousands 
of jobs depend on the military 
structure of the past 40 years. 

Hopes for a peace dividend 
stem from the crushing burden of 
defence spending caused by 
Western commitment to the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion as guarantor of their 
security. 


In what has been dubbed the 
first post-cold war budget, the 
Pentagon has requested $306.9 
baflion for defence in the 1991 
fiscal year starting in October, ft 
represents a cautious cut of just 
two per cent in real terms and a 
huge $180 billion of the total wilt 

isnee where 32s|o0^^!navjr 
and air force personnel are sta- 
tioned. 

“There’s going to be a peace 
dividend, but it’s not going to be 
as large as some naively think at 
foe moment,” White House 
Budget Director Richard Dar- 
man said 10 days ago. 

.. To keep tte57,50fotroag Brit- 
ish army in West Germany phis 
air force personnel costs about 
£4.3 bffltou ($73 bfltion) in the 
current fiscal year, defence offi- 
cials say 



Fi&nies compiled by NATO he also want 
show defence spending made up among West 
®* a ™g e S 3 I** ceat of U.S. that U3. troc 
gross.domestic product over the soon or be o 
past five years, while the burden , . 

on B ritain was 4.6 per cent, on * reta&yeh 

die Netherlands 3.0 per cent and nraarisathm of \ W 
on Belgium 23 per cent. could have a hedn 

Analysts say tiie true peace economic xcte 

dividend looks likely to be ' ir « - ■ 1 

pushed wefl into the future and many ^5***® * 
wffl be dowdy finked to the prog- 
ress on aims talks between econom^ a 
NATO and tiie Warsaw Pact. 

President George Bush's new 

J 25 ^ job. 1 

plans toctote or cm back 10 bases US i 

Analysts say. Bush warns to about 50cm 
head off caHs m Cantrea i for rrmt.., . 
Kara fcfe**. 

negotiation! get under way. Btit economy/ 1 


to allay iv i/wn 

foropesn . leaders 

i win pufl'cntfoo 
umkderafly. ;/ 


*fy modest fe- 
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py mitial social. 
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125.000 anomCT 

Ti£ u *Li? b5 are debeockaiftm 
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Invite k Amman & Occasion de la premi&re -tribune* musicale arabe 
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: la tradition contemporaine 


i itrunUr A to wri* 
qpt tndUotMfie irriw 1 'to iMfe A Avnto 4a 3 *u 7 
*frrlnr. I r nrca ri o n flrto ITTaw i /miilnn dn Tinrian rifritf i f ir 
rAcadMe A mrafcpir »&e (AMA). ftnrf tot arttotes 
tevitto, Is ptontott ct dfarigtae 


Ne atm mtpimpm pm, Tom 
anafyim det oemns ic aaaaiomrto, 
■rabet wH soli. Furfcfc Lama cat bb 
cnill | f fu frtrr de p B T - 

Jonc- Atari de n partitions poor 
|w»o, i i M Bpw i w poor k 
p r mii fae fab on Jotdne dam In 
nlo»derb0lef7NM4plMaMre^ 
di Mnr. AtoeaW, lax tempos fibres et 
an* lythmes sboadaott, su cnktiOM 
no ti o n po mv tot sombre <te Bent 
derate* MX k m ap qu e szsbedes 
premier* aid* de THlgirc. edfc dn 

temdo to 4 LBMhwaoc Um a k p e 
ct dea pr emi a* csfifes. 

Parfott wide, toumat abstnfee, 
I’oeuvir <kPwkk Lama en to fruit 
d'une voloml pintle originals dn* k 
woodc do* «Mte» ara be * odb (ft* 
cara efogmeat dam use ww&ri o n oob- 
file an service d*uae cria a ioe mtte qnc 
nutiientiquc, doobUe (Tut uriws- 
tkmdc tocfaoiqtacs musicale* cc <faoe 
tp ur ' m r m 1 l yrp fmi ^feuptm A v ^ n r 
tradition rtponalc. 

Entre Orient 
tt Oddest 

L’itafrne p er sonae ! de Pszricfc 
t-»wi . Hin t..* |g f nit 

cTnmoa qiri Aat-|Knt dm «oa tra- 
vail adze rOrieotet POoddem. M£ 
en 1940 k Jerusalem, 3 a p mt£ ooeir 
»a jcunost c atou rl de nunlqae a de 
mnsiatat . Son pfere tenax ea cflfel k 
rdpoqne led ergm de flgttee dn 
Sauu-Sdpulere. Compotiicnr de 
tamfe 



k Jlnssteni one look de muoqoe et y 
menre ea contact fa* calntre* 
ct aientdo, nppclle-t- 

B. 

Le projef ds jeooe nraxicicn 
patesrinten ae vcxra pas k jour. La 
m a re de 1967 k potasc k repartir, 
ancdqa Paris. De 1967 6 1972, 
Patrick Lata praod de* coon de direc- 
■ioo d’ordbeatre et de coopoiiiiut, 
*vec k rricpyotfiTr frugal Henri 
DotrUenr. «bte k dSnt de mes 
trades, je peauis k ocri ne dea 



En 1960, c*oa potmans en Fran ce, 
qoe Patrick Lama, mmu d'uac 
bourse, firii ses prankies janoa 
B amend k pkao k 
rEcolo txmnik de mnriqae de Paris. 
Qmnc an plus tard, too da Bn e 
cTcnspgmmt ea pocte, 3 ehont de 
reader ea Palestine, «fc ranks erfer 


oeuvre**, 

H fan rettait c^cadnt ooe toomza* 
dvrion* k tmwomer. ne poovatt 
pas composer de i p | | ff q u * mhenti* 

S ic ms an room ana sources*. 

cat don quit qomacace k <e ptoo- 
ger dans la muri^ne azdbe tnotwn- 
ncBe. «Je me tm refttf one 6ckca- 
tioQ». 

Pioiir raneiea dric dc 1'Eook nor- 
ma le . e'est ime dpoqne de 
wkcowwean o tpd ro c wnrn c r . CcBc 


p qfatffatkmse Piatricl: Lama. Depcls ana ImtaBatifla A Pterig ra 
1947, ct « ai nrid« <to t hcii t> ae eonaaone A I’Andeippnfi^* 
die des mflodlcg et dea rythmes de to mnsiqoe des prenriert 
sRdes de Tfatora. Etnde, qa'B a mbe an senrioe de ses propres 
caapositioDQ, 

*. Pankk Lama, lui, a 
s'en servir. «Daas mes 
octzvres pour piano, fai aottnantaat 
conserve les stractnzcs k qaatre 
notes*. 

Ub manque de ertotton 

Le compositeur k* a ocpepda M 
nrisc* au service cPuae denture musi- 
cak modane ct deitio6e k des iartni- 
mean oeddeataux. D ea va de mtmc 
pour fc c h an t , quH a componi pour 
uoix mezzo-sopcano, oceom pagn 6e 
par on quatuor on ne pent plus 
occi d ental: hantbewt, darinctxc, (rate 
et pkao. «Le gras probkme sctucl 
des immdcnt arabes vknt de lean 
complexes k l’6ard dc l’Earope ou 
des Etats-Uais. Soit 3s imit e n t POcd- 
dent, soit 3s ««rientaEaent» des in- 
struments, qu*Qt ridkufisent le plus 
soavent». 

Scion hii, ees c omp l ex e s * sou k 
I'origine (Tun wnanqoe iiwpn»o> i n t de 
creation musicale* contemporaine 
dans k monde arabe. «La phqnzt du 
temps, ks musidens orcbestrent des 
mdlodies arabes ou consent cedes dc 
rOcddent. Ou atom, us frrivent des 
oeuvres, de zoddioerc quality nnm- 
cate, qui rdpondent svant toot k des 
sollicitatiota politiqm. Du coop, 
notre culture se fige et 3 est encore 
dnr de fairc eomprendre id qoe k 
addon musicale autbemique est 
posdble*. 

La vote cmpnmtic par Patrick 
Lama rente ftroite. Ses partitioos tom 
aujouztfhui 6tudkes dans les couer- 
vatoxrcs de Boston ou BruxeDes mais 
elks oe sont jamais joules par 
d'autres musidens. Si roicbestre 
enro-arabe viem de lui commander 
une oeuvre, 3 eat dependant eurieux 
que nnstitut do Monde Arabe, A 
P am , n’ait encore jamais oe 

«tnuskien-<fretcbeur* unique en sou 
genre. 


des modes, des genres ct mfemc de 
rtconlc wwjfi >ii» H ffn premiers 
de ITriim, ^Rapidemenr. j'ai pensl 
fake uae 6mde panicoBtic nr la* 
murique palcstimenne. £a n'svxit 
jamais tst fait*, poursuit-il. 

Cette lo« Pid£e prend corps. Sub- 
ventions* en 1978 par PUNESCO, 
Patrick Lama pan k la recherche 
d*cnxqpatrcmeuts. <k mis vezm en 
Jordsme, au Ljban...”. De reiour k 
Fins, dtransoit pour la premtere firii 
dc* mfiotfes jamais Bodies et entrap- 
rend tfanalyser knrs Sens stractuzds 
avee la mmique dassiqoe, dans un 
fivre pant ea 1981. «Les structures, 
souvent- basics sur use slrie de 
qaaire notes, £taient ladks k recon- 
noitre. Par ce n tre, j’ai eu bcaucoup 
de mal A kur donuer une notation 
oeddemak*, avooe-t-3. 

D a ansa essay* quelques critimes, 
-On fait la mialque arabe depute la 
fin dn XIXe skek seulement. Cer- 
tains muslciens wwiiinnyy (TaOleuzs A 


Akin Bawi. 


SCI 


Le rife de TUNESCO 

fuser la mosique traditionnelle 


ii 


Le CoBsefi fetenu&onal dc h m n a h pie (QM), orgatriane de 
1’ UNESCO ban* A Park, cat A I’origine del “feftaaes ratfiophooi- 
qnes” offierte* am cnnpodein ct tete prito de muiqiies 
tTre Bth weBc* dans k mmide. Jendi s’est acfacvfr A Amman la 
(nakn dn genre dans k monde arabe. Gay Hoot, secritrire 
ntfnrtlf dn QM, cxpfiqpc as “Joardain” k rNe dc diflriskm des 
names “l yrontmau dfa” qua jooe fe Coosefl. 


Le Jendate: Qnd bfian Cktees-voua de 
te rrwtfrr trikme de k ma d qac 
i> arabe? 

Gay Pun** Pbririf. M&ne si eetxe 
mriAre tribune s'est d*roul6e dil- 
emment de oeQes que nous oigani- 
sons babitucUcmem en Ase, en Afri- 
e, en Amdriqur du Sud ou aux 
raJbes. D'abord, a ertotioo A Am- 
man a cofoodl avee une reunion du 
bureau de l'Acadlmie de mnsiaoc 
arabe (AMA), organtemc de la Ligue 
arabe et nous gardezons probable* 
mem la m*me formuk dans raveuir. 
Ensmte, ks pays participants ont 
present* eux-mfimes kua oeuvres, 
quand 3s ne ks ont pas intcrprltdcs 
devmnt nous. Nous avons ainsi eu 
droit A de vftitables paysages sonores 
du monde arabe. 


I~J.: Qndk action da-vom 
cn bmsar des oeuvres et des muridou 
■tt titkn a fa s par la bfimne? 

GJL: Premkre chose, k secretariat 
de I'AMA A Bagdad va prdparer une 
bandc maltresse des oeuvres recom- 
mandles par la tribune. Des copies 
serom ensure oQertes A tomes les 
radios des pays arabes. Par ailleurs, 
ta autre enrepazemau sera kit pour 
nous etnons aDons k proposer aux 
stations africaines, asiatiques... avee 
tesqueBes k Coosdl international de 
la murique est en contact. La diffus- 
sion des musiques traditiooncOes est 
notre rtfc cssentieL 

L4-: De qnds attires moyens de 
prOBotioe dbpasezrvoos? 

GJL: Os sont trte varks. Nous avons. 


par cxempk, one collection de de- 
ques de nznsjqnes tradmoancBes. qui 

comporte aujounffam A pen pnk ISO 
litres. Nods sommes a’anknra en 
train dc les rUditeT gradncOement en 
dteques compacts et casse tt es avee 
Paide de k comps gnie fnsqaise Au- 
vidte. Le CIM trayaillc Igalcmem, 
f tfp ite dfji une cfannles, A la 

rlsJjsatioo d’uae encydopldk: mon- 
«k«i* de la musiqtte... 

LJ.; La dUBuskm A grande fcbelle ne 
eonduit-ctk par parfais A une pene 
d’ authenticity, compositeurs et inter 
piles s'adaptant A tears nouveaux 
publics? 

G^: Cest une craime qui a 4t6 assez 
smiveot 6 voqule pendam nos dtecus- 
sions. Je cross que la transformation 
des musiques, au contact des autres 
cultures ou par besom de commer- 
cialisation, est one evolution nor- 
mak. Mais 3 Caul parallAkment 
priteerver la tradition teUe qu'eOe 
devrait itxe. Cest aussi notre tflebe. 

LJ.: La. crlation msticak est l*nn des 
p r ohi h nes mqjcnn de k nmaique 
arabe. Le CIM peobfl 1A mi jeoer 
un rAle? 

GJBL: En prindpe, k CIM pent four- 
air une aide A fa creation. En prati- 
que, je ne saisras encore coaunent qa 
pern se tore. Cest au contact de nos 
coUignes arabes. avee tcsqoete nous 1 
avons dlsonnais rendez-vous tous les 
deux sos. que je I'appcendraL 

Propos recodllis 


par A. R. 


Vote du budget 1990 par le Pariement 

Pleitts fmuxsuria crise ticonomitpie 


An terme dc trok |pmrs de ifeenwiom tatoms, to Qambrt 
des tUpvlto a idoptf fl y a dm aanuiae to pcojet tfe budget 1990 
da gw wnwaeat Snr les 75 putenentokes p rtsen ts en 
rfangc, 19 ont ctpaidiBt-wtf contre et 4 soot ahrtgtms . Si les 
dflnb ont mndrt qae to M Jenae dkaotnlae** jorttonieime se 
porfe Mea, fls oat aussi ate en Evidence 1*801116 de to erbe 

Annii nimir^ ga wrfinwibi. - 



Dettc extldcure. cbdmagp, riq 

nances, qur s'est peneMe -sur .fc 
; pcadsat dewt teaames, avail 
■n tinew g Dans son 

elk- ■wnHgmtit avee m- 
:ksurendettranentdelaJior- 
fc tanx critique da cfaflmste 
(16,6% de h population active) et 
ratimarT raqmnestiuion dv 'coAt oe It 
vie en 1989 mea pbs flev*e que oe 
ttmit latesd entendre k mititetre des 
Fiaanas. 

La Co mmi i Bii ons avate donezeootn- 

mwwtf ynf. iliiniiuit lf ui dlpeOSCS 

de l’Etat de Podrc de IS imTHom dc 
dinars .. Geuwe r pc mem et P sziexne z g 
sc soot fina l pmrar mis d*aeoocd pour 
une dconomie b u dget ai re de 11,3 
Bullions. EBe a Igatooent propos* la 
fusion de c e rtains d tawtesenients 
‘‘semi-pavtis*’ avee ka services pub- 
lics (autiri de rOfiice des pwts avee le 
mintetftre des T taaap orti). 

Les dlpuks. -eux, oor onriB* an 
couzs des dflatt entre deux attitades. 
Bcaucoup out dRabord (xtoenk pnblir 
quement ks i w c adi ctiops de lean 
eketants respect^, panm ksqne&es 
{a amstmetion de nrutiai, d'lcol cs.de 
centres mAScaux ou encore L’ouver- 
ture de bureaux de postes et Pexten- 
tiondesidseanxlkabamKettaipliO' 

mque... Le Dr. Abaxfiah Ifrwr, 
dlputd dn go uv ezne me nt de Bslqa, a 


BOtBflnait 6uqid k “drame” du 
BaqX ote fat:, 
owes aujouKTbm quefa^ss, 10.000 
hribtoutis an kn2 et«t la qu^£ des 
services samtaires A tkrirer. 


Trok tendances 


La soixantame de 
qui oiti pris la parok Ala tribune, ont 
propos* kuzx “sofatioos* 1 A Is 
ake leoncttnk[ue aiguE que traverse 
k royaume. Trot* lendatmrs se sout 
amsi dingles. Certains dns, td Tsh- 
er al-Maxri, anden miniitre des 
Attunes ftnngbo et d^nlfi de la 
xratskme d* Amman, 

oat mis faooent sur la nfesritf <Tc- 
n BO un ign r k seeieur ptwl et tfao- 
croftre ks bxvestincmcnts dans k 
donurine des services: banquet assur- 
ances, entejgnemenL- 

D'autres, comme Bassam Hada- 
dme, FsAlm Kswar ou km Madanat, 
ont appete A la tzausfonnation dc 
Wcooom kn a tinii a k ea "secteorpro- 
doctif*. Ds out oritiqnl ks dwh da 
gouveiueuieat, qui se traduiront, 
scion on, par one presrion encore 
^us fotte sur ks mmeox dlfavorisls. 
Tons out par ajPenrs dimmed ks 
accords ri^xEs eatre Amman et k 
Fonda nonteure international 
(FMI), rf dam aat kur “ rf v M on" et 


rdaboratkm d‘un programme nation- 
al tie dlvelopperoem. 

Enfin, A Ifnstar de Leith CbbeSat, 
quelques dlpuks ont demandl la 
>} onliUrisatioa” dc la socktl jorda- 
menne. A ea noire Plhi de la caph 
tak, une teUe mesure penuettraii A la 
uation de dsourdre ses probkmes <k 
eonsommatioa tout en lai permettant, 
si eeta devient nlcessaire, de faize 
hoc A bralL 

La plupan des imervenants ont 
aooSigpt le besom de d6vekppement 
de ragrictdtnre, sfin de “dixmnoer la 
dlpendance alimentaire” dn 
royaume. Beaucoupoot estiml qoe k 
aeeteur primaire pouvnit offrir des 
s Dombrc de chtimeun et 
devait jouer un rOk important . dans 
P augmentation des exportations. 

A. Pissne de k dennlre slanoe, 
saznodi, beeaueoup de dlputls sont 
sortie dlqos. Dans sa rlponse A la 
Cbambns, k premier ministre a re- 
fuel toote augmentation rapkk des 
salaires, amsi qu’ds le rfd a m akiU . 
Moudar Badran a sootigod que k 
dinar ajoml A la fcuffle de payc 
mepsoeue des fo Dctionoair es comma 
4^ millions de dinars au Trim. Un 
ddfidt. que k go u vera e ment esplre 
combkr avee ks sidraestioos prom- 
ises par ks Etats arabes pltzolieis, 
dont I' Arabic Saoudhe et ks Emirats 
Arabes Unis. 

Le premier ministre a par centre 
propod la mise en place (T un plan de 
note cootze k cMmage. u s’agjt 
BB HH M toi i w it tk m e sw r es adnmus- 
tratives, td k irmplacement de la 
main d'oeuvre immi grle, k recydage 
et la formation ties ebOmeurs et 
ro u vert ur c de bureaux de pkeement. 

SoMmaa Swefas- 


A partir de ce soir 

Festival 
du film 
europ&n 


Le trateteme festival du film 
euzoplen, organtel eonjo intern ent 
par la duration de la CEE en 
Jordame et ks ambassades des 
pays membra dc k Gommunauk 
s’oovre ee soar an ctnlma Phi- 
laddphk de Djebel Amnan. Hint 
tongs mltrages figment an prog- 
ramme de oette troiskme Iditiotu 
qui prendra fin k 17 flvzier. 

Les hot films proposls. qui sont 
sortie en Europe entze 1986 et 
1988, sont in6din en Jordank. Par 
ortbe de passage sur Plena, vous 
voir. «Langa Vita alia 
v film if Ik * ? tPEmmano 
ce soir); «Le Grand Bleu*, 
frangais Luc Besson 
1 ; «On the Hacfc HiO*, du 
Andrew Grieve (hnxti 
12); Sailors don't ay, da cmlaste 
bdge Marc Didcka (mardi 13); 
Der FEeger, film alkmand tPEzwm 
Keuscfa (mexcrafi 14); Yeoethlia 
Poli, du r6afisateur_grec Takte 
Papsyannkfis (jewfi 15); «E1 Amor 
Brujo*. film esparnol de Carlos 
Saura (vendretfi 16); Zodcen naar 
Eileen, du Nleruudais Rudolf 
Van Den Berg (samedi 17). 

Les films sont soos-titrls en 


dn 


A 20b00. seront sunries de 
ddMts, anhnls par k response bk 
dn dxd-cinb d’Amman, Hassan 
Abon Ghanimr. Dernier dltail: 
Pentrik dn Philadelphia, une 6ns 
n’est pas contume, est gratuite. 

Reml du flfao t u rop to da 10 mu 17 
tevacr, euufru PhUudcJatdu- T£h 
63 * 144 . 


Canal France tntemational-JTV 

D’avantage 

de programmes en frangais 

La tfilvision jordanienne a inangorf joidi ia arise en service 
de la station satellite, qui Ini permet dtoo rmai s de recevoir les 
Images de Canal France International (CF1), an rythme de 
quatre henres de prograimnes cbaqne jonz'. 


Cest fah. Depute jendi, la JTV 
reqoit ks images que hri envok CFI 
depute k France via k satellite Intel- 
sat 5 Fll. La station de reception, 
inttiiM* thmm Fettcicnie de k radio- 
tlkvisicrt) nationak, a en effet Itl 
inangurle k 8 flvrkr. 

L*«adblston» de k JTV A Canal 
France International va lui pena ett re 
de d to oser dlsonnais de 1460 hemes 
annueDes de program mea, au lieu des 
530 act ueUes, d ont la majeure partie 
Itait jM-br "i*"*** sur vidlo- cage ttes 
pur avion. Stiectiomils par CFI au- 
prls des diahies fiansatees, ces prog- 
rammes se cooposent pour on tiers 
de fiction, poor un autre tiers de 
divertissement et poor on dernier 
tiers de sujets dWormarion, de 
m ag az i n e s cnltuzds on sportik. 

-Nous ofirons ees pro^ammes 
fibres de droits, a soufignl jeudi au 
corns d’une conflrencc depresse A 
Amman k prlsident de CFT, Fbuad 
Benlwlk. Nous foumissons les im- 
ages et Pantezme ^raiuitemcnt. La 
JTV se charge ensmte de kur traite- 
mau. Elk fera ee qu’efie vondra des 
modules que nous hii adressons. com- 
me tous les p a nen m ies de CFI*. M. 
Benhafia a ajontl que k JTV avail 
ffrit k •pro m ei so d’augmenter de 
volume horaire de son progr am me en 
frasqate. 



L’ambassadear de France a ind iqql 
pour sa pan que «Pacoord ernre CFT 
et k JTV sinsexit dans k cadre dn 
noaveLflan qi y no ns vonloas donner 
A notre coopltatioa, d6ji andenne 
avee la tlMvteion natiorok*. Denis 
Baucfaaid a Igakment aanoncl quo la 
France allait -dlvelopper ses prog- 


Fonad Bfithaffs, p r iMto t de CFI. 

rammes de stages au profit des tedmi- 
ckns» locaux et qu’eOe restart -prlte 
A aider k JTV A prodmre des prog- 
rammes francopbones*. 

La Jordank est le premier pays de 
la r^km A s’assoder avee CFI, qui 
compte actnel knmn t nne vingtaine de 
efiknts africains et eoropleas de 
l’Est. -Dsns ks trass mote qui vien- 
nent», selon Fouad Benhalla, 
FEgypte et la Syrie devraient prendre 
k mime chemm, avee & la dl la 
crlatioD de programmes eu frangais 
sur ks (divisions des deux pays. 


EN BREF 


Erap lo i . Le znintetlre jordankn dn Travafl a suspendu jeudi Poctroi de 
pennte de travail mix Itrangera ct dlcidl de mener une enqultc pour menre 
nn icnne A l'eznploi d’immtgrio pfanA^in^ dans k pays. Selon ks auforitls, 
ces deraiera xeprlsentcraienz en efibt plus dc 78% des 210.000 Itzangers 
travuQut dans le rqyaotnc. Ces mesnres foot suite aux dddarations du 
mintetrie du Travail, Gassxm Obdklat, qui a appek la semaine dermlre A la 
mtee en place d’on “programme d’uigenoe" poor dormer cette annlc 25.000 
empkte A des ressorusanB natknanx. D'aprts les chittres offickte, 100.000 
Jgnlameiis, sur une popyiation active totak de qudque 600.000 penonnes, se 
trouvent actucQcmcnt au cbdmage. 

CCA. Le seerttaixe glnlral du COnseO de cooplratioa arabe (CCA) a 
affirm* mcrcrcdi A Amman que l'immigratiion juifs soviltiques en IsraEl 

sera la c ^ 1 ' " * J,t ' 

sommet*' 


question k “plus imponante panm cdles qui seront dl battues an 
du 24 flvner pzodmin en Jradanie. Quafifiant cette vague de 


nouveaux anivants de “difi Ivident pour ks pays arabes”, H3mi Nammer a 

nnfa mmf n; cnnliffnZ rm** cm ‘‘ rf w wni ii... . " » iim «" 



one "action rapide visant A arnfiter cette immigration massive vers k Palestine 
occupde**. 

Rtenion. L'OL a o ffirie l kz nenl demand* A la Jordank d’aocueilfir une 
rl union dn GonseO central pakstinien au dlbai dn mois de mars. Structure 
consultative intermldiaire entre la directiao du znouvemeat et k Gonsefi 
national palcstimcn, k CCP pouirait voir dunis A Amman ks leaders du 
FDLP et dn FPLP. Nay cf H awatmch et Georges Habache, pour k premkre 
fote depute septembxe 1970. 

Revend ka firms. L’un des printipaux groupcs islamisies des territories 
occupls. Beit A1 Makdesss, a revendvqul luudi depute Amman Tattcntat du 
week-end dernier conrre un autobus, qui transporlait des touristes israllkns 
prts (TIsmaQia en Egypte. La veiDc, «ng organisation inoormue avail cOe 
dam* sa responsabfliil dans cet acre terrorism, qui a coflil k vie A 11 
penonunes. AJors que ks autoritls du Caire poursuivent kur in vestigatio n, k 


Front po^ilaire de fiblratioa de la Palesrinc-Commaodemen t glnlral 
fFPLP-CG) d* Ahmed Jibril a dlmenti mcrcrcdi Damas Itre impfiqul 

Haw I’anentani. 

RfrraintSosi. Au rerme de deux jours ec derm d'Apres dlbats, marquis par 
une offensive en r&gk des conservateurs centre Mikhail Gorbaichev, k 
plenum du Gomitl central du Parti communiste sovktique a finakment 
accept* meroedi (Toavrir la vote au muhipantemc eu URSS en adoptant la 
proposition du numlzo un amtekpe (Tabroger I’ article 6 de la Constitution, 
qui affirme k rfrk dirigeant ftvdmnf du PC dans le pays. Point important de k 
rlforme politique nationak envisagle par M. Gozbatdiev, cette dldsion doit 
oependast hzc approuvle par le 28e Coogrls du PC soviltique- prlvufin jmn 
ou dlbut juilkt, pour entrer en vigueur. Le vote est intervenu an moment oA 
k secretaire cTEtat amlricain entamait une visile de trots jours en URSS. Le 
voyage de James Baker entre dans k cadre de k preparation du pzochain 
sommet Bush-Gorbatdiev de join, aux Etats-Unis. 

Vote immigrl. Quelque 130 organisations vtennent de crier un “CoUectif 
pour k droit de vote des rlsidents Itrangera aux fleetioos locales, en France, 
avee pour objetif cTobtenir l’entrle en vigueur d'une ten ence sens svant k tin 
de la legislature, en 1992. Ce droit comprendrait Igakment riUgtbOi'tl des 
rladents Itrangera aux mimes Dectioos, c'est-A-due “munidpaks, can to- 
nal cs et rlgionates”, a prldsl mcrcrcdi Me Henri Lederc, viee-prlrident de 
la Ligue des Droits de lUomme, au oouxs d'une eonflrexice de presse 

Tentation. Des Ipouses de matins de la Royal Navy ont protest* mardi 
centre la dldsion du gouveroement britanmqne d'antoriser ks personnels 
flminins de i’armle A servir sur ks frigates. “Je n'aime pas qa. Vous ne 
pouvez pas vous attendre A ce que ks bommes restent dais kurs quartiezs et 
ks femmes dans ks leun”, a notamem soufignl Tune d’entre elks, plutrit 
effiayle par cette revolution... typtquemeni britannique. 


A L AFF1CHE. 


CINEMA 


Life with father, de Michael Cnritz, 
avee William Powell, Irene Dunne et 
Elzfabedi Taylor. L’ldncation d’une 
jcune filk par nn pire afCectuenx 
mate autoritaire et nostalgique de 
l’lpoque vtetorienne, qui use voIod- 
tiers de k baguette de bambou. Un 
apergu sur k vie quotidterme A New 
York an conrnant du side. 

Centre am fr k sk , ilniew III , 11 Rnkr, i 
19 m (en anahte). 

Orson Wefles. Regard sur Flc ri v ain , 
l’actenc. k rlafisateur et producteur, 
rtcompcnsl en 1970 (Oscar spldai) 
pour 1'ensranbk de son oeuvre dnl- 
matographique, dont son fameux 
“CStteen Kane.” 

Centre nMraf, mardi 13 ttnier* lMt 
(cn ngM*). 

Sophie’s choke, rfAkn J. Pakula, 
avee Meryl Streep et Kevin Kline. 
Ell 1947: 1’Anterique teate d'efCacer 
routes ks slqnefles de k dcuxfcmc 
guerre mondiak, en dipt des drames 
personnels... 

CeaSra amMcaln, jendi 15 Starter A 1MM 


Gal-dub. Slanoes A 13b00, 15h00, 
17h00, 18h30 et 20h00. Nouveau film, 
k hmdi A 20b00. Projection pour ks 
jennes, k jeudi A 15h00. 

Sarfl Ifc Gaged edge; The world, 
according to Gaip; Bqpy Malooe; Link 
pd who bves; Faxes. 

Hnw i li 11: Blood crfotheziQ); Blood of 
others (IQ; Hotel New Hampshire; Work- 
ing girt; Bad lands. 

Lwdi 12: Caries: Heart beat; Coal miner's 
daughter ;. Mating; The river. 

Men fl 13: L stir; Possession; LTEstoire 
d*Addc H.; N o s fn a tu; lime after tune. 
Mcrcrcdi 14 : Pmw»h* Qudd (I); tVnin» 
C la udel (IQ; Melvin and Howard; Mid 


Dead of winter; The driver. Space hunter. 
Vcndredi Its Pretty in pink; Tempest; l\ro 
brain man; Body fecal; Les Diamante dn 
Nfl. 

FBtm an venfam erfektee. Tfl 403901. 
Raste de P— Imitt i dc Jordtiaie, prnngre 
A drake apnts PhStel Jfrmltn pnh pre- 
uBre A gauche. Le d nl-c hd > se tronve A 
enrtian 300m, snr k g rabs . 

FfhnSj enroplens. Le dUlgation de 
k CEE en Jordank, en collaboration 
avee ks ambassades de k Com- 
mtmautl emopleone, proposent hint 
rendez-vous avee le einlma des 
armies 1980 du Vieux Continent. 
t V i tin de samedi 10 au 

dkwmfte 18 Ovricr. SCancts A 20M0. 
Entrfe ferb (Vote oxadrf). 

CONCERT 

Trio. Les viokmistes frangais JoUk 
Girard et Bernard Mauppin, acoom- 
pagnls au piano par Elsa Matonk, 
intexprttent des oeuvres de SctudDe. 
Vivaldi, Led air, Dvorak, Faurl, 
Massenet et BartoL 
Dtevcsritf du Yannouk, Mid, samedi 10 
Onfcr A 18M0, Prh des placcK 4 1 


15s Cross creek; Romantic comedy; 


EXPOSITIONS 

Photo. 29 images pour 29 arises en 
seine de Chlreau, Mesguich, 
Mnouchkme, Savary, Vhez... captles 
par les photographes frangais Brigitte 
et Marc Enguerand. 

Centre taBnd hmpb, Jn sp’i a 22 ftr- 
rltr. 

Printnre. “Du rlatismc A rabstrait," 
expositioa consaale aux peintres 
Aha al-Shanti Amonra, Nabila Hihni 
en Nawal al- Abdallah. 

Centre entarel sdent fl lqae de la Fueduhc 
Shonm, Jmqu’an 21 ffvrier. Tom fcsjoms 
de MAM A 17bN, amT le vemhcdL T tt 
<09 1C&. 
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For all your: 

Pacfcjzig, 

Air Frei^it Forwarding, 
Custons Cknance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing nod 
Reservation needs, 

please caD: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sfaaraf Street 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7806 . 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676,. 604696 



. Thfifirstftbftft 
CMmeRestaunot 
In Jordan 

1st Crcfe, Jabal Amman, near 
AIjS^Giris'Sctoal 

OpehdiutylZ<&330 
;• p.m . 
6;30-Midmght 

TmL C MM __ 



CROWN 
INT*Lr EST. 
packing, ^hipping, 
forwarding, storming, 
clearing, door-to-door 



£ 


fc 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine tfi Amman 
Chinese Parting pot is available 

IMwawayavaHaMa 

Open daifyj lift -15-30 
m-23W . : . 

Wad Saqra&ad- near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 861922 



EVERY 
DAY 

PEOPLE WHO WEEP 



CLEANING 
SERVICES 

CALL US! 

^ P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN ^ 


' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Dvboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . ... 

^ 6:30 -Midnight > 


STUDIO R4IG 

Profcssionxl Quality in 
1 Hour Serrate 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
ahem 30% toiyar 

* Free tHlarga- 

20 x 30 


Shmmani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swe fieri tel: 823891 



[Lunch & dinner 


Slide film 
Processing by 


Same Day Service 
for- all E6 films at - 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



FIRST CLASS (NEMAN 

Msmmm® 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 330 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 

"towards 3rd circle 


Tel: (559519 659520 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


00£|00 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 




HHM 
Omani Fish Restaurant 

Abdoun- Jordan Sapermaricet BuBOing 


I 


Amman’s No. 1 Rsh RteUurant 
HFamiiy Atmosphere £++ 
Open driy for lunch and dinner 
Reasonable Prices 
For Reservation and Take awsy 
Tefc 824677 

1U« 


Furnished Apte. 

STUDIO ‘ ONEBSXAOOM 
TWO BEDROOMS 
Dally, Weekly .Monthly, 


Resonable Rates 
® 828 717 

Granada House 

SthORCLf NEAR 
QWEEN ALIA COL. 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cans of the works. 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on | 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX— 



Jordan Times 
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Economy 


Higher interest rates. 
Third World lending 
press Japanese banks 


TOKYO (AP) — Japanese banks 
may have a lion’s share of the 
international banking business, 
but they now most come to grips 
with the same problems that ham- 
mered many Dig U.S. banks in 
the last decade: bad Third World 
loans, rising interest rates and a 
potential downturn in their 
domestic real estate market. 

"If s dear die Japanese banks 
will be pressured to take on a 
more p hilanthr opic role,” Simon 
Smithson, an analyst with Kkdn- 
wort Benson Securities, said of 
Japan’s Third World debt expo- 
sure. “Some hard decisions will 
have to be made.” 

Japanese banks now constitute 
the world’s 10 biggest on basis of 
assets, partly due to growth stem- 
ming from the booming Japanese 
economy of the 1980s and the rise 
of the yen against the dollar. 

As they grew so did their inter- 
national business, including such 
areas as developing-country loans 
that now are seen as potential 
trouble spots. 

In recent years, U.S. banks 
have restruct ure d a significan t 
portion of their loans to many 
i .atm American countries while 
beefing up reserves for covering 
bad loans and writing down die 


value of some credits. Those ac- 
tions directly reduced profits. 

Japanese banks generally have 
a lower overall exposure to Third 
World debt than do U.S. banks, 
with Latin American loans 
accounting for an estimated three 
per cent to six per cent of com- 
mercial banks’ outstanding loans. 
However, their reserves for 
covering bad loans also are re- 
latively small. 

Major U.S. and British banks 
have reserves to cover as much as 
80 per cent of their outstanding 
Third World loans. Japanese 
banks are just now raising their 
reserves to 25 per cent from 15 
per cent by the end of March. 

Japanese banks also are set to 
take an earnings hit by writing off 
a portion of their medium and 
long-term loans to Mexico follow- 
ing a recently approved debt res- 
tructuring agreement between 
Mexico and 450 creditor banks. 

Japan also has potential loan 
problems on the domestic front. 

Smithson said trust banks* 
loans to corporations and com- 
mercial banks’ loans to indi- 
viduals for real estate could be hit 
hard by a major downturn in the 
overheated Japanese property 
market. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, February 8, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


VS. dollar 
Found Sterling 
Deutscbemark 
Swiss franc 


n__ u French franc 116.1 117.3 

“■J Japanese yea (for 100) 4S2.6 457.1 

699.0 665.0 Dntcfa milder 350.1 353.6 

1119.5 1130.7 Swedish crown 108.0 109.1 

395.1 399.1 Kalian bra (Cor 100) 53.1 53.6 

441.2 445.6 Belgian franc (for 10) 190.0 191.9 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: 



Feb. 3-7 

Jan. 27-31 

Da3y average 

JD 1,970,771 

JD 2,415,935 

Total volume 

JD 9,853,854 

JD 12,079,677 

Total shares 

4,132,194 

4,961,060 

No. of contracts 

4,798 

5307 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 3,876,820 

JD 5,375,475 


(393%) 

(443%) 

Financial 

JD 3,821,017 

JD 4,627,631 


(38.8%) 

(383%) 

Service 

(193%) 

(14.6%) 

Insurance 

(2.4%) 

(2.6%) 

Share price index 

144.1 

144.2 

No. of companies 

73 

73 

Price movement (rise) 13 

21 

(decline) 

48 

42 

(stable) 

12 

10 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6910/20 

U.S. dollars 

1.1945/55 

famflian dollar 

1.6670/77 

Deutscbemarks 

1.8800/10 

Dutch guilders 

1.4880/90 

Swiss francs 

34.93/96 

Belgian francs 

5.6700/50 

French francs 

1240/1241 

Italian lire 

14532/42 

Japanese yen 

6.0800/1200 

Swedish crowns 

6.4550/4600 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4375/4425 

Danish crowns 

418.40/418.90 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Stocks dosed sharply lower on nervousness about 
debt levels of the Adsteam Group and earnings of News Corp. 
The AH Ordinaries dosed 18.0 down at 1,630.6. 

TOKYO — Caution ahead of a three-day weekend and the Feb. 
18 elections brought trade to a near standstill and dragged share 
prices down. The Nikkei index dropped 228.10 to 37,288.14. 

HONG KONG — Profit-taking after the week’s 160-point gain on 
die Hang Seng brought some easing in share prices. The Hang 
Seng index shed 9.87 to 2,893.90. 

SINGAPORE — The stock market succumbed to profit-taking as 
prices dosed lower over a broad front in active trading. The 
Straits Times index rose 7.26 to end at 1,581-52. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange dosed Friday after a 
19-year old messenger was found banged in a broker’s office. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended sharply lower as investors, 
already jittery over sharp declines in bond prices, took profits in a 
thin market. The DAX ended 29.90 points lower at 1,885.89. 


ZCRICBLSwiss shares dosed generally lower in mostly cjuiet 


trading as prices came off their early high* on profit taking 
SPI index lore 5.2 to 1,127.1. 


PARES — Share prices reversed their initial 
and traded at midday near the day’s lows, as fears ■ 
pressure and interest rate rises in West Germany g 
The CAC-40 index was 6.66 points down at 1,8 
GMT. 


trend 


1.85 at 1200 


LONDON — Shares were weak near close with hesitant Wall 
Street start and investors’ concern over possible high German 
inter est rates. By 1600 GMT the nsE was down 18.8 at 

NEW YORK — Technically-based profit-taking ate away strong 
early blue chi ps gains, turning stocks mixed in late morning. The 
Dow was down six points at 2639. 


“Many of the loans those banks 
make are ultimately for real 
estate and conld become irre- 
coverable,” he said. 

Concern over Tokyo’s inflated 
land prices reaches into many 
sectors of the economy. The rate 
of increase has slowed since 1967, 
when land prices grew 70 per 
cent, to 24 per cent in 1988 and 
2.7 per cent m the first six months 
of 1989 — leading some analysts 
to conclude that prices could sof- 
ten or fall. 

Reflecting uncertainty over 
Japan’s ov er h e ated property mar- 
ket Moody’s Investors Service 
Inc. this week downgraded its 
credit ratings for Japan’s three 
largest trust banks — Mitsubishi 
Trust and Banking Corp., Sumi- 
tomo Trust and Banking Co., and 
Mitsui Trust and Banking Co. 

Land in Tokyo’s highest-priced 
residential area actually did fall in 
the first half of last year, by 4.4 
pea: cent from a year earlier, the 
National Land Agency reported. 
In an average-priced Tokyo 
neighbourhood, a square metre 
of residential land costs 1 millio n 
yen ($6,900), according to a sur- 
vey last spring by the Association 
of Real Estate Appraisal. 

But Tokyo's commercial land 
prices continued to edge up last 
year. The most expensive com- 
mercial property cost 35.3 million 
yen ($254,000) a square metre 
last year, up from 33.6 million 
yen ($242,000) the previous year, 
the National Land Agency said. 
Land prices in lesAfeveloped 
suburbs also continued rising, it 
said. 

Richard Koo, senior economist 
at Nomura Research Institute, 
said falling land prices right now 
would have limited impact on 
bank assets. 

“Japanese banks use extremely 
conservative accounting methods 
sometimes (uang) the actual ac- 
quisition pnee from 20 years ago, 
so even a 30 per cent decline in 
land prices wouldn’t do that much 
damage,” he said. 


E. Europe 
debt rises 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — Most 
East European countries slipped 
deeper into debt to Western 
banks in the third quarter of 1989 

on ftw>fr t mggHng prrmomi ftK ntw>: 

tinned to soak up foreign capital. 


according to the West’s clearing 
bank. 

Figures Thursday by the Bank 
of International Settlements 
(BIS) show that the Soviet Un- 
ion, fighting to modernise, was 
the region’s biggest bor ro wer in 
the quarter. 

Adjusted for exchange rates, 
its foreign bank debt grew by 
$1.58 InDion in the period to 
$42.06 trillion. 

Gross debt in Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Albania 
also rose, but other countries’ 
indebtedness declined when ex- 
change rates were adjusted, the 
BIS said. 

The BIS acts as the dealing 
house for the world’s leading 
central banks and monitors the 
international flow of money 
among banks in major financial 
centres. 

Banks reporting to the BIS said 
their total lending to the region 


swelled by $1.93 billion between 
the end of June and the end of 
September to $91.80 billion. The 
major Western banks loaned the 
region $5.54 billion in the first 
half of 1989. 

The Soviet Union’s borrowing 
accounted for almost all of the 
loans to Eastern Europe in the 
quarter. Its foreign bank debt has 
nsen by around $9 billion in foe 
year ended last September, mak- 
ing its indebtedness roughly equal 
to Australia’s. 

The Soviet Union also with- 
drew $675 million in foreign de- 
posits, bringing its total down to 
$14.77 billion. In addition, hs 
bo r r owin g on international bond 
markets rose by $500 millio n in 
the quarter to $1.4 billion. 

The next biggest borrower in 
the period was Czechoslovakia, 
whos e bank debt rose an adjusted 
$223 mini on to $4.6 bflfion. 

Hungary’s debt to BIS report- 
ing banks advanced by $158 nnl- 
Bon to $11.4 billion, and Bulgar- 
ia’s outstanding borrowing 
climbed by $104 milli on to $7.48 
billion. 


Bass completes deal 
for Holiday Inn chain 


ATLANTA (AP) — The w o rl d w ide base of Holiday Tims is moving 
to Atlanta, though die U.S. operations of “foe world’s innkeeper” 
will remain in Memphis, Tennessee, a British brewer said Thursday 
after completing a $2.2 billion acquisition of the motel chain. 
Bass PLC of Great Britain announced it bad completed tire 


acquisition about three weeks after Holiday Corp. shareholders 

and three years after 


overwhelmingly approved the sale of the chain and 
Bass became involved in foe business by buying eight European 
Holiday Inns. 

Bass, winch has more than 7,300 pubs and restaurants in the 
United Kingdom and brews a variety of beers including Bass and 
carting Black Label, sought the Holiday Inns in an effort to establish 
itself as an international force in the hotel industry. 

Holiday Inns have 1,589 hotels and 318,012 rooms in 52 countries 
around the world. 

“We’ve been moving toward this global situation for a few years,” 
said Hanrish Swan, vice president of Bass’ hotels division. 

Swan said the Atlanta headquarters will include a relatively small 
staff inducting Bryan Langton, the chairman of the Bass hotels and 
restaurants division who will become chairman and chief executive 
officer of Holiday Inns Inc. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRfe »-'z 



“The universe is expanding, so 
it’s only natural that my waist 
will expand with ftp 


[ THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 9 by Hanri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one (attar to each square, to form 
four ordlnaiy words. 


YIEPT 

XX 


X 


I 


F DRIAP 


LD 


PADIUN 


n 

_U 

TULYSS 


nrr 

JL 
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E. Germany brakes rush to union 


HOW MANTA 

•gheckekep*' 
CAREER ENPS UP. 


Now arrange the efreiad letters to 

form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the aboro cartoon. 


EAST BERLIN (R) — The East 
German gov ern ment has pot a 
brake on the headlong rush to- 
wards German unity, telling 
Bonn that currency nmon wfll 
have to wait at least until after its 
first free elections next month. 

West Germany is pushing all 
out to merge its powerful curren- 
cy with foe non-convertible East 
German mark as a first step to 
political union. 

But East German Economics 
Minister Christa Luft said Thurs- 
day her go vernm ent did not have 
the authority to bargain away 
effective control of its economy 
to Bonn. 

“Such a union has such huge 
economic and social consequ- 
ences that a government with 
only a few weeks left in office 


ing an international conference in 
Potsdam. 

The East German elections, 
unprecedented in a country ruled 
by communists since its founding 
in 1949, are due March 18. 


understandably cannot give its 
ling,” Luft 1 


told Reuters dur- 


Earlier Prime Minister Hans 
Modrow said he would not re- 
spond to an offer to discuss cur- 
rency union with West Germany 
until he visited Bonn next week. 

He told West German televi- 
sion be had not even been offi- 
tiaXjv informed of the offer, made 
by foe Bonn cabinet Wednesday, 
but heard about it through foe 
media. 

A week ago most observers 
saw currency onion as a far-off 
goal but West German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl appears to have 
staked his political future on it. 
West Germany holds its own 


na tional elections in December. 

Kohl’s call Tuesday for im- 
mediate talks on currency umon 
was coupled with a rider that be 
knew it would be Impossible to 
achieve before next mouth’s East 
German elections. 


But the West German leader, 
who until recently was preaching 
patience to East Germans de- 
manding a single state, overrode, 
his fiercely indqieodrart ceazral 
Hawk Wednesday and decided to 
seek nnP w *i gtt ‘- mnon. . 

“We must remain master of the 
political process,” Said Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel announc- 
ing Bonn's bold derision. - 
Bonn fears East Germany’s 
fragile economy might oohap6e as 
thousands of people leave for the 
West each day and says it would 
rather face foe consequ e nces of 


the jitters about rising inflation^ 
sending money market rates 


te-er 'rQUXXDIXIX] 


Yesterday's 


(A nw ra tomorrow) 

Jumbles; HONEY LARVA WALNUT MORBID 


Answer: If be starts right out 

cooking, She'D team better 


- Iter 
HE WILL 


Sweden proposes price-wage 


STOCKHOLM (AP) —The gov- 
ernment Thursday proposed a 
two-year wage-price freeze and a 
ban on strikes, in what it called a 
take-it-or-lcave-it package to 
bring crippling labour action 
under control. 

Prime Minister Ingvar Carl- 
sson said his Social Democratic 
government could not remain in 
office if foe package fell in parlia- 
ment, in what ammounted to a 
rare resignation th reat 

Opposition members accused 
the government of imposing eco- 
nomic martial law and a commun- 
ist-style planned economy, at a 
time when such systems were 
being ditched in Eastern Europe. 

“If parliament rejects our de- 
mands, the government can not 
stay on,” Chrisson told a news 
conference. “We will not admi- 
nister an economy which is falling 
apart.” A vote was expected next 


week. 

The plan was designed to curb 
swiftly rwang wages and an infla- 
tion rate of 8.6 per cent, twice the 
West European average. 

It would suspend a 50-year-old 
agreement under which powerful 
unions and employers associa- 
tions quietly negotiated wage 
policy without government in- 
tervention. 


Collective b ar ga in i n g was a pil- 
lar of the Swedish welfare system, 
which has ehunnated poverty and 
.guaranteed health and schooling 
for everyone. The Swedish mix of 
socialism and capitalism became 
a model for the industrial welfare 
state. 

The package outlined in parlia- 
ment by Finance Muns ter Kjefl- 
Olof Feldt proposed a two-year 
freeze on wages, prices, local 
taxes, rents and stock dividends. 


Strikes were prohibited for die 
duration of the plan, through 
1991, and strikers would face 
fines of 5,000 kronor. 

To help curb absenteeism and 
cheating on sick leave, the gov- 
ernment said it would stop paying 
salaries for the first two weeks erf 
illness, and the burden would 
shift to the employer. Under cur- 
rent rules, the government pays 
sick leave from the first day. 


’To make the wage freeze 
work, it must be combined with a 
strike freeze,” Carisson said. Tf 
foe Riksdag (parliament) takes, 
the package to pieces, foe pack- 
age is meaningless.” 

The move would pre-empt a 
strike by 110,000 mumripal em- 
ployees called for next Wednes- 
day winch would indefimtely halt 
public transportation; public 
health services and day-car cen- 


Ihe bank conflict has left shop- 
pers strapped for cash, has vir- 
tually sflenrfri foe stock market 
andi has meant liquidity prob- 
lems for some com pa nies which 
may be unable to pay. Mb and 
salanes.... . 

The Social Democrats/who 
governwith a minority, hoped to 


by next Tuesday, but wffi need to 
muster support from at least one 
opposition party oneach of' its 
various proposals. 

. Conservatwesand liberals indi- 
cated they would go along with a 
tax freeze, white ' the communists 
would: support tiie .freeze bn 
prices, rents and storic earnings. 


Wave of price rises continues in Argentina 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Rates 
for telephones and electricity 
more than doubled Thursday, 
and water rates jumped nearly 
that much, as foe government 
tried again to match the price of 
public services with their cost. 

Last week, the prices of buses, 
subways, gas, trains, domestic air 
flights and other services by state- 
run companies increased drasti- 
cally last week for the third time 
since President Carlos Menem 
took office in July amid hyperinf- 
lation and recession. 

The ministry of public works 
announced that electric rates 
would rise by 133.5 per cent, 
effective immediately. The cost 
of telephone calls went up by an 
average of 112 per cent Water, 
for which only commercial users 
pay, jumped 85 per cent. 

Costs were finked with usage. 
For example, electriaty usage up 
to 120 kilowatts every two 
months rose to 5,000 austrab 
($ 1 . 66 ). 


Taxi fores also increased, by 60 
per cent, with the metre starting 
at 960 anstrals (about 32 cents) 
and running at 120 anstrals (4 
cents) every 200 metres. 

The amounts seem tiny by the 
standards of other countries, but 
so are wages in tins nation of-31 
million people. 

Teachers just negotiated a pay 
increase to 200,000 austrab a 
month, about $66 at Thursday’s 
exchange rate of 2^00 austrab to 
the dollar. 

Even middle class residents in 
the capita] think twice about tak- 
ing a taxi if a bus is available. 

The latest rate hikes were 
phased in during the past week. 
Bus fares foot up by 64 per cent 
to a minimum of 360 austrab 
(about 12 cents) last Saturday, 
the same day train tickets in- 
creased. 

A train ticket from Buenos 
Aires to foe summer resort city of 
Mar Del Plata, 400 kilometres to 
the south, that last week cost 


3,500 austrab now costs 9.600 
(about $3.2), a hike of 174 per 
cent. 

The price of regular gas rose by 
38.9 per cent, to 750 austrab a 


litre (about 25 cents), or about $1 
a gallon. Diesel off rose by. 119 


per cent and kerosene; 125.8 per 
emit. 

The day after Menem was 
sworn in on July 8, the govern- 
ment devalued foe austral by 54 
per cent and hiked public service 
rates by 200 per cent and more. 

In mid^December,' the govdraf- 
ment devalued the austral by 34.5 
per cent and hiked public service 
rales. - 

Later that month, foe govern- 
ment declared it no longer would 
intervene in exchange markets. 
The rate has been set ever since 
by supply and demand, and foe 
austral has slipped in value nearly 


every day. 

The catalyst for the rate hikes 
is inflation that amounted to 
4,923 per cent for 1989. As infla- 


Americans hike consumer debt by 6% 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
icans took out $4.91 bilfiou more 
in consumer credit than they re- 
tired in December, pushing total 
consumer debt up six per cent for 
the year, the Federal Reserve 


The Fed said consumer credit 
in December advanced at a sea- 
sonally adjusted annual rate of 
83 per cent, up from November’s 
revised 7.8 per cent increase. The 
November gain originall y had 
been reported to be 73 per cent. 


But consumer debt rose in both 
months to its highest level since 
last February when it increased 
$5.38 biHian. Consumer credit 
includes all consumer loans ex- 
cept mortgages. 

While credit was up six per cent 
for the year, it still was a modest 
increase, said Sandra Sbaber, an 
ecomnist with the Futures Group 
here. Debt rose 83 per cost in 
1988 and 73 per cent in 1987. 

“Nevertheless, it shows that 
consumer spending continues to 


grow modestly,” she said. Tt’s 
not collapsing” despite tiie slug- 
gish economy. 

The category of debt that in- 
dudes credit cards jumped 243 
per cent in the month that in- 
cluded the bulk of holiday shop- 
ping. The hike was 173 per cent 
m November, foe last week of 
which has included holiday shop- 
ping in recent years. 

Total credit card debt out- 
standing rose $4.06 billion at an 
annual rate in December, com- 


GRAMMA IS MAD AT ME... 

~V ' 


SHE SAID ifs INEXCUSABLE 
TO BE SIX WEEKS LATE 
WITH A "THANK YOU" NOTE 


I D1DN T THINK SIX 
WEEKS WAS THAT LONG 
JO A GRANDMOTHERS. 


u Z-« 


V 

■t 


quid: union than watch its east- 
ern neighbour slowly drs j nte- 
grate. 

But its bold overtures have 
opened a Pandora's box oCwoir-. 
ries over f^r ran *^ a ^ and political 
stability. . 

The .two Germany* arcspht 
between the Warsaw Pad and 
NATO,, the Western mflxtexy . 

alKanrp^ which hflS Called fog COD- _ 

creteptans ou the future of Euro- 
pean security. ‘9, 

The Fr ankf nrt bond market got 


sparing. 

“West Ger man y is abcnL.tp 
embark on a huge political jgain- 
ble with economic consequences 
winch cannot be cakulatea,” said 
Graham Bishop erf brokem-$*k>- 
man Brothers m London. “Tris a 
leap in thedaxk.” 'O'. 


ties in Sweden’s major dries. a, 
Banks have been shut for 11 
days by a lockout of 62,000 bank 
employees following a deadlock 
in wage negotiation and .work- 
ers’ sanctions. . . 


- turn - accelerates, the austral de- 
values and public revenues erode. 

The cost of firing rose by 40 per 
cent in December and 79 per cent 
in January. It is projected to rise 
by at least 70percentthis month. . 

As recently as several weeks 
ago, officials, at tire public works ' 
ministry insisted they' did ript;- 
intend to raise public service-rates 
a. third time, mid hmted rates 
might even be lowered. - 
Last weekend, Minister Rober- . 
i toDromi said electric rat^ might 
go np by 60 to 70 pet cent,- or 
' maybe a Httle more.” . j 
Argentines whose- wages have 
. not kept pace with inflation or the ~ 
austral’s devaluation reacted with 
re sign ation. 

“There are so many things T- - 
can’t do now that I could just two 
years ago;” said Adriana, a travel 
agent. “I used to go to Vifia 
Gesell (a beach resort town) • 
nearly every weekend. Now I 
may go twice all summer. ... 
Owning a car is'mtthmkabte.” 


pared with $2.86 trillion increase 
m November. 

Shaber said .that while- unit 
sales were good during foe holi- 
day season, profits for many re- 
tauers were off because of the 
discounts they had to offer to toe 
purchasers. 

Auto loans rose a meager i.l 
per cent to $259 nrilfion at an 
annual rate, down from 13 per . 
cent in November. Auto loans 
a 4.1 per cent increase-in 
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Malaysia air race 


Rj crew wins the 2 nd phase 


£WMAN<ftfc») — “Star AI 
Untaa" (the Mom **•*«)» 
* Rojd Jardnafatt (Rftfar 
craft l vidbf purl in the Mfaay- 
siu fateniM at net 
1998, hu v* At first place fa 
tiacaeamd pfawre^fite rac* by 
flyfa* uw d&mc* httimii 
Bftfanfem! Dfcafeia sbtims 

— tw> Mw > h w i of iit w fii 

■ J--i -» ' 

netfira rrr * 

The capfafe of the aircraft, 
said that the m fared 
and the crew waged to mar- 


ly whh regard to wcadbor o»- 


op n amil msfMcscr that the 
Jwdndn team mdd wire the 
first place fa the raarnfafag 
pfaaMs.or the race- 


flfa Mtl wty Kfac Mb 
had writer cafled the a fa c ra ft 
crew a*d rcngrafiilfairi then 
w thdr momo fa the And 
phifa nod whhod fan ceo* 
. timed wnn afang far vhh 
Bah . 

JPkmce, Befahm, Malay**, 
fl» United Arab Beriratra 

(UAS^Uw United Kfagdoo, 
and fte to a riac d arc taking 

port fa the nee. Two farauft 
far France md the United 
Ffapfam w i th dr ew from the 
nor far efiher fatal* fa a apt 
with weather ttmUMam or far 
tectorial Bdbra A U AS far. 
craft managed to coottone the 
nee father going tfanwg h teefa- 

■tori trims fa the fink phase 
at the race. - 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WfTK OHUt swtmr 
a TAN MAH HlftSCH 
W lnau« IM« Swum. IOC 


LATE-NIGHT LUNACY 


N'orfh-Souih vufnrraWc. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
OK432 
V A X 075 
AS 3 
* 2 

WEST EAST 

*865 * A Q J It 9 7 

;• J ? » 9 B 4 2 

• J 7 3 :■ 4 

♦ K Q 10 8 5 4 « 3 

SOUTH 
* Void 

os 

.. K o 10 9 t « 

+ Ai 976 
The bidding: 

South West North . Em 

1 ■■ Pa* IT 4 # 

5 * Pan 6 Pas 

Pbss Pass 

Opening 4«d: Jack of ?. 

To' play good bridge, you have to 
be alert. Strange things happen 
when your concentration wavers. 
This band was played in the wee 
hours after some six honraof robber 
bridge. 

North's jump to six diamonds 
was something of i gamble, since 
declarer might be off two fast trick* 
in spades with tire had coming 
through the king. As the cards lay. 
however, all should have been wen; 
but ... 


Declarer won the opening ksd in 
dummy, cashed the ace or club* tad 
ruffed a dub with dummy’s three. 
East happily ovenuffed with the 
four and returned a bean. Wear 
ruffed with (hr jack to inure a one- 
trick set. while n the same rime 
cresting the impreuim that it mi 
Eaa whohdd the last two trump*. 

On the dub return, a thoroughly 
ranted declarer took care to ruff 
with the ice of diamonds to prevent 
East overruffing with her supposed 
•even. That took case of die la* 
any to the table, so South tried to 
discard a dob on the high heart. 
Wes raffed again and exited with a 
. tramp, and declarer was suB strand- 
ed with a dob loser. Down three! 

h was ooc iha most difficult hand 
in the world to xnske. Dedinar noed- 
ed ofay one simple precaution. .Be- 
fore going about ruffing dubs, ace 
of diamonds should have been 
cashed. That would have taken care 
of East's ofay trump, and dedarer 
‘ would have been able to raff two 
dubs in dummy, using a spade niff 
as communication. Another spade 
raff provides the Iraxuporation to 
draw the last trumps, and a third 
dub loser vanishes on the third 
heart. Declarer still surrenders a 
dub, but that’s the ofay defensive 
trick. 


THE Oaiiy Crossword 


by CttpMa Ftoracfe 


ACROSS 
1 Ampotda 
6 Taka in a crop 
9 Petal pwtuma 

14 Royal tutor 

15 Exila Ma 

IB Conttguratloa 
17 SkMcM 
IB Kins of yon 

19 httmtlcaRy 

20 SUtfwiy 

21 AH urt 

23 Mon* with 
ateaMi 
25 Faal of 
lasan l a matn 
29 Gmmowdar 
IngiadJent Ur. 
28 R ev ai i ib ltog ■ 
pan 

32 Crowd* 

36 Out of work 

37 Am**' atata 

38 
40 

42 Accompanying 

43 Meat 

45 “Uaka — " 
(nuraafr 
command?} 

46 Jacket pail 
48 mat port 
50 Condi* 

52 Not aJart 
58 Visionary 
80 MocMna 


61 Qas a dancaa 
82 Houaakaapor 
63 MattaMi VIP - 
84 “Whatt . 

ta — ■ r 
65 AlWOt 
» Loch - 

67 Spfnafaaa 

ot; 

86 Cartrtna 

68 Actor Joel 

DOWN 

1 Amphora* 

2 Craak 

3 Hagglali 

4 Animated 


HAiidi iinai 

gaan anyiU 

jibi aMal 


ami ai 

^mmm jamm 

iiBBB 
IBB iiBBB 


e USB TAuw ftUo* iwm ke. 


8 Paoacfw 

7 Lay afaaoant 
- 8 Laaa ruddy 

9 Air 

10 Fowl omeam 

11 Partry Haw 
U East ad of a 


13 Oboa for on# 
22 Aacondsd 
24 EnunMiafa 
27 items 

29 Hoisl lrt Ptsna 

30 Ownrfiafasa 

81 Engros s id 

82 Fate 

33 Author. Lodsfa 
84 Lltuqry 
SB “Wbrnaasr ~ 
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S FtflM back 


41 Com unite 
44 Tamporarity 
fctactlva 
47 Stanzas 
49 O lshss rta tt 


SI Mgs 
53 Saa dude 

D4 Miwywftfij 


« Part OT QBS 
67 TatmBla 
58 “My Nana 
t> — “ 



Lendl, McEnroe into quarterfinals 


Australia investigating drugs 
at Commonwealth Games 


Denmark hammers UAE 5-0 

DUBAI. United Arab Emirate (Ri — Deomark, who failed to 
‘qualify for die 1990 World Cup finals, hammered Italy-bound 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 5-0 in their second soccer friendly 
Thursday. Denmark, Bussing their foreign-based stars, took full 
advantage as the UAE rested several members of their first team 
god romped to a 4-0 hal f time lead. Denmark coasted through the 
second half, box UAE goalkeeper Adel Annas made several 
outstanding saves. Their first meeting on Monday was a 1-1 draw. 

Seeds advance in San Francisco 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Fifth-seeded Jim Grabb advanced to 
die quarter-finals of the $225,000 San Francisco tennis cham- 
pionships Thursday with a three-get victory over a former college 
teammate. Grabb defeated fellow- American Derrick Rostogno, 
with whom be played at near&y Stanford University, 6-2, 6-7, 6-4. 
In other second-round action, seventh-seeded American Richey 
Reneberg made quick work of nnseeded compatriot Chris Garner 
6-1, 6-3. Reneberg, ranked 24th, outclassed Gamer, a qualifier 
rated 210th, using biting groundstrokes and strong returns to 

score the 60- minute victory, 

« 

Graf laces long break 

HEIDELBERG , West Germany (R) — World number oue Steffi 
Graf could be out of tennis for up to two months after injuring her 
playing hand in a siding accident. The 20-year-old West German 
broke the bone of her right thumb when she fell while cross 
country siding in the Swiss ski resort of St. Moritz, her press 
rookeanan said Thursday. A medical examination at a West 
German hospital Thursday ruled out earlier reports that Graf had 
tom ligaments in her right wrist in Wednesday's fait. Doctors at a 
Heidelberg clinic will examine Graf again Friday and decide 
whether to operate on the hand. Graf has already told the 
organisers of two tournaments in Florida next month, at Boca 
Raton and key Biscaync. about the injury but has not withdrawn 
from those events. 

ATP tour to be sponsored by IBM 

PONTE VEDRA (R) — The ATP tour, in its inaugural season as 
the sanctioning body of the men's professional tennis tour, 
announced on Thursday that it had reached a sponsorship 
agreement with IBM corporation. Terms of the deal, under which 
IBM will become the title sponsor of the ATP tour, were nor 
disclosed. 


MILAN. Italy (AP) — Top- 
seeded Ivan Lendl and second- 
seeded John McEnroe each won 
matches Thursday to advance to 
the quarterfinals of the Milan 
indoor tennis tournament. 

Lendl, of GzcdtestovaJria, de- 
feated unseeded Soviet AJexandr 
Volkov 6-2, 2-6, 6-1 and will play 
Jim Courier in the quarterfinals. 

McEnroe breezed past Italian 
Davis Cup hero Paolo Cane, 6-4. 
6 - 1 . 

McEnroe, who had' received a 
warning during a previous match 
here because he had disputed 
some calls, was claim during the 
match against Cane. 

“He's always polite when he 
wins easily," said Cane, who gave 
Italy a sensational 3-2 Davis Cup 
victory over Sweden by defeating 
Mats Wi lander in the final singles 
Monday. 

McEnroe, ranking sixth in the 
world, broke Cane's serve in the 
tenth game of the first sex and 
twice in the second and had fine 
volleys and precise longline shots. 

He also served seven aces, 
compared with Cane's four. 

The crowd did not limit its 
applause to Cane, the home darl- 


ing. but also dapped warmly 
when McEnroe made good shots. 

McEnroe said tire first set was 
tough wbik the second was no 
problem. 

“He was probably tired follow- 
ing the Davis Cup marathon/' 
McEnroe said. 

Jelen, 53rd in the ATP lists and 
unseeded in the Milan tourna- 
ment, qualified for the quarter- 
finals when seventh-seeded Au- 
strian Hoist Skoff defaulted in 
the second set of an earlier 
second-round match. ■ 

Skoff, suffering from stomach 
pains and a flu. retired whQe 
leading 5-4. 

In other second-round action 
unseeded American Pete Sam- 
pras and Courier achieved wins in 
straight sets while Milan Srejber 
of (Czechoslovakia upset third- 
seeded Aaron Krickstein. 

Srejber, who takes Sampras in 
the quarterfinals, defeated Krick- 
stein 6-2, 6-3. 

Kridcstein, the third-seed and 
ranked 7th in the world, said 
Srejber “broke my serve twice at 
the beginning of both sets and it's 
difficult to come back on a guy 
who serves as well as he does." 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 
The head of the senate inquiry 
into drugs in sport said Friday 
then was investigation into allega- 
tions that an Australian Com- 
monwealth games competitor 
offered performance-enhancing 
drugs to teammates. 

Sen. John Black said an inves- 
tigation was underway, but de- 
clined co give further details. 

“As die head of the senate 

S iry into drugs in spon, I was 
rated as a matter of courtesy 
but I cannot comment further," 
Black said. 

The Brisbane Sun reported Fri- 
day that two athletes had re- 
ported the competitor for offer- 
ing to supply performance-en- 
hancing steroids just before the 
games began in Auckland, New 
Zealand, two weeks ago. 

- The man in question wear on to 
win a gold medal, the newspaper 
said in a front-page report. It did 
not identify tire sport. 

Three weigh tlifters, two from 
Wales and one from India, tested 
positive for muscle-building ster- 
oids at the Auckland Games. 
Arthur Tun stall, secretary- 


general of the Australian Com- 
monwealth Games Association 
(ACGA), said he knew nothing 
of an Australian gold medalist 
pushing steroids at the games. 

Tunstall, chef de mission of the 
Australian team, said he had 
talked with Black in Auckland 
two days before the games ended, 
and that Black had not men- 
tioned the report and he has nor 
heard from the senator since. 


MANY' VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


TO LET 


A superb fully furnished, centrally heated ground 
floor of a two storey villa, includes: 

Three bedrooms, lounge + sitting room, two bath- 
rooms + separate toilet, large fully equipped kitch- 
en, telephone, own garden and entrance. 

Second floor is vacant, as owner lives in Kuwait. 

Please contact Mr. Adnan Shabfb, Tel. 
606053, 685300. 


FOR SALE 

1. Two identical Chinese sf/fe carpets (hand made) size 

(244: * 335) cms. ‘ • 

2. Grolter business library encyclopaedia 20 volumes 

plus two volumes of professional management encyc- 
lopaedia. Call 816836. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Lancia Thema 1967. climate control air condition, power 
windows. 4-way speaker stereo system, central lock, blue 
metalic colour 

Phone Said 826558 - 826284 


Out JLtr&urf Qms On 
Vukmtme's tbay 
Love is precious and rare so is 
the Birth Gem of our Loved ones 
LOW PRICES 20% OFF 

^ WorCd Resources 
Amra Hotel 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, one bathroom, kitchen, 
salon, dining room with central heating and telephone.’ 
Location: Jabal Amman, 5th Circle, opposite Queen Alia 
College former building. 

Call Tel: 813928. 


PLAZA FLOWERS 

WE ARE OPENING DOORS AROUND THE WORLD 

INTERFLORA 

YOU CAN SEND FLOWERS ALL OVER THE WORLD 

E4AJOT VAl®€TreEi«# 2-AV 

PLAZA FLOWERS 

The Housing Bank Center, Tel. 682100 


Under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 
FEB. 10-17, 1990 
Philadelphia Cinema, Jabal Amman 
Programme of films 

Saturday, Feb. 10 

(by invitation only) Long Live the Lady (Italy) 

Sunday, Feb. 11 The Big Blue (France) 

Monday, Feb. 12 On the Black Hill (United Kingdom) 

Tuesday, Feb. 13 Sailors Don’t Ciy (Belgium) 


Wednesday, Feb. 14 The Pilot (F.R. Germany) 


Thursday, Feb. 15 
Friday, Feb. 16 
Saturday, Feb. 17 


Birthday Town (Greece) 
Bewitched Love (Spain) 

Looking for Eileen (Netherlands) 


Films are In their original language and subtitled in 
English. 

(All films etart at 8:00 fun. and entrance Is free of 
charge on a first come first served basis). 


Under the patronage of 
H.E. the Ambassador of the 
United States in Amman 

And for the first time in 
Jordan today will be the 
opening of the first store of 

Mister Donut 



\ Experience The Power / 

\ With This Very Special Offer ^ 
For 

Students Businessmen & Lawyers 

pj^gjIsHHgriliiifinHfl alcfi 

General Computer. &. Electronics Co. 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 



#3 

MYSTIC 

HaSra 

mu 





PfcrfQfBVWca; 3-J0, fcOO, *30, 1QJ0 





Tel: 675571 Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 


COCKTAIL 


Perfon ga nocs: 3 JO, &00, 8J0, 10J0 


















Namibians approve France 

constitution, prepare for opposes 

independence in March ofunrted^ 

WINDHOEK, .Namibia (Agencies) — Tim consti- who control most of the eco- I _ 

tnent assembly Friday unanim ously adopted ademo- “H' dence ^ubritioiis GGnTISPIV 
fTotir W«t<*rn„clv!p rnnditnti(Hl m nraUTalMHl iOT in J 


Japan voices concern over 

North Korean nuclear facility 

TOKYO (R) — Japan on Friday Nyongbyong, about 90 roads and a laige buflding.’’ _ 
expressed serions concern at a kilometres north of Pyongyang. Japanese newspapers sag 
scientist's report that North “We are very concerned,” said C ommuni st Norm Korea^wim 
Korea seems to be expanding a the spokesman, deputy chief * Soviet help, had constructed a 


WINDHOEK, .Namibia (Agencies) — The consti- 
tuent assembly Friday unanimo usly adopted a demo- 
cratic, Western-style constitution in preparation for 
Namib ia’s independeifte from South -Africa on 
March 21. 


The constitution guarantees 
fundamental individual rights and 
limits a president to two five-year 
terms, a rarity in a continent 
where leaders traditionally serve 
for life. 

Its unanimous adoption repre- 
sents a remarkable spirit of re- 
conciliation among assembly 
members who were on opposite 
rides during a 23-year guerrilla 
war for independence. 

The 72-member assembly 
approved the constitution in a 
session held on the front steps of 
the Tintenpalast, the legislative 
building on a hilltop in Win- 
dhoek. 

“Today the masses of our peo- 
ple have a constitution winch 
embodies their aspirations to be 
masters of their own destiny,” 
said Sam Nujoma, who is ex- 
pected to be the first president 
and is leader of the dominant 
South-West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO). 

Namibia was formerly called 
South West Africa. 

A four-metre-by-six-metre 
print of the constitution’s pream- 
ble served as a backdrop for the 
session, which also was attended 
by Louis Pienaar, tile South Afri- 
can administrator of the territory, 
and Martti Ahtisaari, head of foe 
United Nations contingent moni- 
toring foe independence process. 

South Africa has ruled Nami- 


bia sinc e 1915, but agreed to 
grant independence under a re- 
gional peace treaty also signed by 
Angola and Cuba. More than 
6,000 U.N. civilian and militaiy 
personnel have been monitoring 
the process since last April. 

SwAPO, which began a bosh 
war against South African rule in 
1966, won 41 assembly seats in 
last November's assembly elec- 
tions and will form the first gov- 
ernment. 

Despite a hard-fought cam- 
paign and sharp ideological dif- 
ferences, foe seven parties repre- 
sented in the assembly quickly 
reached agreement on the con- 
stitution after beg in n i ng work in 
November. 

The constit u tion has a declara- 
tion of fundamental rights, in- 
cluding freedom of movement, 
speech, and a free press, it also 
envisions a multiparty democra- 
cy, regular elections, an indepen- 
dent judiciary and an executive 
president. 

In a another development, Nu- 
joma named a white business- 
man, Gert Hanekom, to serve as 
minister of agriculture. 

Most of the other posts already 
had been filled. Nujoma has 
named while s, businessmen, and 
opposition party members to his 
cabinet in a bid reconcile Nami- 
bia after the lengthy war and to 
ease fears of the 75,000 whites, 


Mitterrand to visit Pakistan, Bangladesh 

PARIS (AP) — President Francois Mitterrand will make official 
visits to Pakistan and Bangladesh later this month, foe presiden- 
tial palace announced Friday. Mitterrand will be in P akistan Feb. 
19-21, and Bangladesh Feb. 22-24, foe announcement said. 

China, Soviets discuss border troops 

PEKING (AP) — China and foe Soviet Union began a second 
.round of talks Friday aimed at reducing troop levels along their 
7,000-kik>metre common border. The Soviet embassy said the 
talks on cutting military forces and armaments along foe border 
will continue until Feb. 22. An embassy official said the Soviet 
delegation is led by G.V. Kireev, chief of foe Foreign Ministry 
Department for Socialist Countries in Aria, and consists of six 
diplomats and six militaiy experts. The two rides agreed to open 
talks on troop levels along foe sometimes-hostile frontier when 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev visited Peking in May. 
Gorbachev said the frontier should be tamed into a “border of 
peace” and pledged to withdraw 12 divirions, or 120,000 soldiers, 
from the border the end of 1990. The Soviet Union is believed to 
have some 600,000 troops along foe Chinese border. China, 
armed with less-sophisticated equipment, has an estimated 1 
million troops there. 

Albania rejects E. European reforms 

TIRANA, Albania (AP) — A leading government official of 
Europe’s most stubborn bastion of Stalinism said Thursday that 
Albania welcomes the superpowers’ reduced role in Europe but it 
mil remain unaffected fay Soviet Bloc democratisation. “We axe 
continuing along our own road, which has been very different 
from that of foe Eastern Bloc countries,” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Socrat Placa told the Associated Press. It is rare that 
officials consent to comment spontaneously and on the record to 
Western reporters in Albania. Albania broke with foe Soviet 
Union in 1961 over Moscow’s policy of de-Stalimsation and with 
China in 1978 because of Peking’s perceived deviation from 
Maxxiri-Leumist tenets. Placa said that Albania followed with 
“intense interest” current European developments and welcomed 
any reductions of U.S.-led NATO and Soviet-led Warsaw Pact 
forces from the continent. The two sides are making progress at 
talks in Vienna on cutting foe blocs' conventional troop strengths. 
Although participating in few international forums and restricting 
entry by foreigners, Albania has consistently rejected suggestions 
it is isolationist. 

Ryzhkov starts Asian visit Sunday 

BANGKOK — A visit by Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov 
to Asian countries starting Sunday is part of an effort by Moscow 
to dispel its lingering image in the region as a malevolent bear, 
diplomats and academics say. Ryzhkov, the first Soviet premier to 
visit non-Communist countries in the region, will tour Thailand, 
Australia and Singapore in his week-long trip. “This is a big day 
for Moscow. Its their chance to convert a new and so far sceptical 
audience to their image as peacemaker,” a European diplomat 
said. Moscow's daim to hare reduced its forces in Vietnam and its 
upbeat initiatives to end foe war in Cambodia hare helped 
remove some of the obstacles to a new role for the Soviet Union 
in this vast basin, diplomats and Thai officials said. Initiatives 
pushed by Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev since July, 1986, 
to enhance Moscow’s Pacific rale have met a lukewarm response 
in foe region, mainly because of doubts about Soviet intentions in 
Indochina and tensions with Asian giants China and Japan, they 
said. Topping foe list of issues for Ryzhkov's delegation will be 
foe conflict in Cambodia, Soviet Ambassador to Thailand Anatoli 
Valkov said Friday. “The issues of the Cambodian settlement wOl 
be given great attention... the reason is both Thailand and 
Australia are playing a significant rede in the problem,” he told 
reporters. 

Burmese troops seize rebel base 

RANGOON, Burma (AP) — Burmese troop have overran 
Three Pagoda Pass, foe stronghold of an ethnic minority rebel 
group and a major smuggling centre along the Tbai-Combodian 
border, a militaiy spokesman said Friday. Seizure of the border 
town followed 10 days of fighting, Burmese Col. Than Tun tokl 
reporters. He said 16 government 5cld;-TS ’ve?< sjtd *12 
others wounded in five major clashes reading :o toe capture 
Thursday. Twenty rebel bodies *ere c^ai-sd, he coded. Than 
Tun said mopping-np operations were continuing in foe area, 270 
kilometres southeast of Rangoon and 280 kilometres northwest of 
Bangkok, the Thai capital. Rebels of foe New Mon State Party 
Amt the Karen National Union were preparing to celebrate their 
national days when they lost foe strategic site. Foreign reporters 
in Bangkok had been invited for the festivities and for a news 
conference at Three Pagoda Pass this weekend. 


who control most of the eco- 
nomy. 

Independence celebrations 
next month are expected to 
attra ct more than 20 heads of 
cate and thousands of foreign 
guests to Windhoek, a town 
which has only a few hotels. 

The city has a population of 
about 120,000 and is by far the 
largest city in the huge, semi-arid 
territory that has only 1-3 million 
people. 

Namibia will keep the South 
African rand currency in circula- 
tion for at least two years after 
independence. Finance Mhnster- 
Derignate Otto Henigel said. 

It was the fast speech detailing 
foe economic policies of the 
SWAPO. 

In a break with much of its, 
former marxist ideology, Herrigel 
said SWAPO would encourage 
free market principles. 

Namibia would tor a minimum 
of three years stay in the South- 
ern African Customs Union 
(SACU), he said. * 

SACU ensures the free flow of 
goods and services between its 
members — South Africa, Bots- 
wana, Lesotho and Swaziland. 

“The rand wfll remain legal 
tender for at least two years 
daring which period very little 
influence can be exerted on the 
free flow of capital between 
Namibia and South Africa,” Her- 
rigel said in a speech to business 
leaders Thursday. 

Herrigel said Namibia would 
establish its own central bank 
independent of the South African 
Reserve Bank, and. later issue its 
own currency. 


1 6 more 
killed in 
Karachi 
violence 

KARACHI (R) — Sixteen more 
people were killed in sporadic 
ethnic violence overnight in 
Karachi, bringing to 64 the death 
toll in Pakistan’s biggest city since 
Wednesday, police and doctors 
said Friday. 

An eight-year-old girl shot tty 
gunmen in north Karachi was 
among the dead, . police said 
Friday. • 

More than 40 people were kil- 
led Wednesday in gunbattles be- 
tween security forces and anti- 
government protesters daring a 
strike called by foe powerful 
Mbhajir National Movement 
(MQM). 

The Karachi-based MQM, 
which claims to speak for Muslim 
immigr ants from India called the 
general strike to protest against 
what it called repressive polities 
by Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s government, which denies 
the charge. 


PARIS (AP) — Foreign Munster 
Roland Dumas said in an inter- 
view published Friday that 
France does not oppose foe 
reunification of Germany but is 
against a neutral Germany, which 
he said would lead to European 
instability. 

“France has recalled that the 
reunification of the German peo- 
ple is a right,” the conservative 
Paris newspaper Le Figaro 
quoted Dumas as saying. "It is 
not going back on that.” 

Tire concern of tire French gov- 
ernment, he said, is foe future. 
To. prepare for it, all foe prob- 
lems posed by the present 
changes in the East must be 
examined, “notably those involv- 
ing European security.” 

“France will not discuss either 
the principle of reunification nor 
the modalities of this reunifica- 
tion,” the foreign minister said. 
“This debate is a matter for the 
Germans themselves. 

“In the framework of the old 
order that is coming apart before 
us, Fhmce has its responsibilities 
in Germany, the same as those of 
the other three allied powers. 
This responsibility will be exer- 
cised so that foe reunification is 
carried out with the stability and 
trust of Germany's neighbours.” 

Asked if France feared the 
reunification of Germany, a 
country that has invaded French 
territory three times in foe past 
120 years, Dumas quoted Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, who 
said last year: “France is not 
afraid of German reunification.” 

Neutrality is another matter, 
he said. 

“Because that poses the prob- 
lem of security. French security 
goes beyond its borders. And it is 
always in the interest of our 
country to surround itself with 
solid allies. A neutral Germany 
woudd be the heart of an unstable 
Europe.” 

Asked if a new, even more 
econo mi cally p ow e rful Germany 
on foe French binder and in the 
European Co mmuni ty would not 
change foe nature of Franoo- 
Gennan f riendship , Dumas said 
foe solid relations built in the 45 
yeas since the war would not be 
thrown out 'of the window be- 
cause of a new historical develop- 
ment. 

"Everything is not going to be 
rosy for a reunified Germany 
either,” he said. 

Asked about the importance of 
die American military presence 
in Europe, Dumas welcomed 
U.S. troop reductions, but said 
U.S. military presence in Europe 
remained detirable. 

“No matter what the level of 
disarmament, the Soviet Union 
will remain a great military power 
in Europe,” foe foreign muusfer 
said. 


it to build nudear weapons. 

Professor Toriubumi Sakata of 
Tokyo’s Tokai University said 
computer analysis of satellite pic- 
tures taken more foan three years 
apart showed the North Koreans 
19 a large new building at 
the facility north of Pyongyang 
and constructed access roads. 

“Our findings are probably the 
first to confirm Western intelli- 
gence reports about North 
Korea’s progress in building a 
nuclear reactor,” Sakata told 
Renters. 

“Once the plant is running, 
they’ll be able to extract pluto- 
nium and make nuclear 
weapons,” he said. 

The scientist said the London- 
based Jane’s Defence Weekly last 
year reported that this could hap- 
pen within the next five years. 

After reports of Sakata’s find- 
ings appeared in Japanese news- 
papers Friday, a government 
spokesman was asked at a regular 
news conference whether Japan 
saw a threat in the North Korean 
facility, located in foe region of 


hara. “But at foe presort stage 
we have no confirmed informa- 
tion. 

“It is impossible to determine 
whether the facility is for mflitaiy 
purposes or peaceful purposes.” 

Sakata, who heads foe private 
Tokai University Research and 
Information Centre, said he had 
. not info rmed foe government be- 
fore Tn a Icing his findings public. 
* 4 T- am under no obligation to 
report my findings to the govern- 
ment,” he said. 

"The reporters who covered 
my group’s findings informed the 
Foreign Ministry and other 
offices, I pr es um e. I’ve heard 
nothing from government offi- 
cials regarding this matter.” 

Sakata said his team had com- 
pared two sets of photographs of 
the Nyongbyong sue taken, by the 
French spot satellite in 1986 and 
in 1989. 

“The June 1986 photo shows 
construction was taking place. In 
the photo taken in September 
1989, we were able to see that foe 
installation area had increased 
substantially in size, including 


poses in the Nyongbyong area 
the mid-1970s. The original 
plant’s capacity was estimated at 
2,000-4.000 kilowatts. 


New Seoul alliance takes power 


SEOUL (R) — A coalition of 
government and former opposi- 
tion groups said Friday it had 
formally set up Sooth Korea’s 
new ruling party. Foes im- 
mediately attacked it as an “anti- 
democratic camp.” 

The formation of the huge par- 
ty, called by media the greatest 
development in the epun try’s 
volatile politics, is foe result of 
last month’s surprise merger of 
President Roh Tae-Woo’s par- 
liamentary group with two 
opposition parties led by former 
presidential candidates Kim 
Young-Sam and Kim Joug-Pfl. 

In' a ceremony on a Seoul islet 
Friday, Roh and the two Kims 
were chosen as co-leaders of the 
new Democratic Liberal Party, 
due to be legally registered on 
Feb. 15. 

The party wfll hold 216 seats, 
or more than two-thirds, of foe 
299-member parliament, enough 
to push through any constitution- 
al change and upset past opposi- 
tion dominance. 


“The three major political par- 
ties took a bold decision to merge 
into one, thereby ending foe 40- 
year-old confrontation,” Roh, 
who won South Korea’s first free 
elections for 16 years in 1987 on a 
co mmit ment to frill democracy, 
said Thursday. 

“This change in our political 
map means foe end of... foe habit 
of seeing everything in Made and 
white,” he said. 

“Korean politics is now rising 
to a new, higher level of sophis- 
tication on a common bond of 
trust and conviction that all 
should join hands to shape an era 
of democracy,” he said. 

Rob’s previous ruling - camp 
had only 125 members of parlia- 
ment, losing an overall majority 
to a split opposition that included 
Kim Dae-Jung, South Korea’s 
best-known dissident 

‘Today will go down in history 
as foe national day 'of h umiliati on 
at the cost of democracy was 
excluded from the so-called 
“grand conservative coaKtion.” 


“We demand an, immediate 
end to fiifa anti-national , anti - 1 
democratic and unethical 
scheme,” he said. . 

He called the new alliance a 
political coup d’etat against peo- 
ple yearning for foil democracy 
and described Kim Young-Sam 
and Kim Jong-Pfl, a forme r p rim e 
minister, as traitors. 

Hie said the move was- a trend 
toward one-party dictatorship 
and was designed : to stop his 
group winning provincial elec- 
tions, foe first for 30 years, later 
this year and general elections in 
1992. 

In an apparent bid . to placate 
foe hardcore opposition politi- 
cian, Roh has said hewilL help 
drop charges brought against him 
over a colleague's illegal visit to 
North Korea. 

Kim Dae-Jung was' charged 
under tough anti-Co mmnnist 
laws for not revealing a secret 
hip to Pyongyang by party mem- 
ber Snh Kyung-Won for talks 
with President' Kim D-Song . 


3 killed, 19 hurt in E. German blast 


EAST BERLIN (R) — An explo- 
sion ripped through part of a 
giant East German chemical 
plant Friday , killing at least three 
people and injuring 19, the East 
Gennan News Agency (ADN) 
reported. 

The blast was in a carbide- 
producing oven at the state-run 
Buna' chemical combine near 
Halle, in a scarred old industrial 
belt about 250 kilometres south 
of Berlin. 

Intense heat prevented firemen 
and rescue workers reaching the 
scene of the explosion, ADN 


said. 

The cause of the explosion was 
not immediately known. 

“There was a terrible Mast. 
Then everything was suddenly 
Mack all around us and foe air 
literally burst into flame,” ADN 
quoted a worker at the plant as 
saying. 

The Buna complex is among 
scores of chemical and bnrira 
coal-power plants built early this 
century and blamed for air and 
water pollution across East Ger- 
many. 

Most of foe plants lack modern 


anti-pollution and industrial safe- 
ty measures long standard in die 
West' 

The Stalinist government in 
power for .40 years until last 
November virtually ignored en- 
vironmental and health hazards 
from heavy industry to meet pro- 
duction plan targets. . 

Under popular pressure, the. 
new leadership has promised 
sweeping modernisation of indus- 
try and environmental improve- 
ments with West German help. 

The government said tins week 
six big chemical plants would be 
dosed by 1991. 


China stands alone in rejecting Moscow’s reforms 


LONDON (Agencies) — China 
has stood alone in rejecting a 
landmark decision by the Soviet 
Union's Communist Party to end 
its monopoly on power and usher 
in a multi-party system. 

Chinese Communist Party 
leader Jiang Zemin told a visiting 
former U.S. congressman in Pek- 
ing that China was different from 
the Soviet Union and would not 
follow the radical political re- 
forms championed by Kremlin 
chief Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“He (Jiang) said that China 
was not influenced by political 
changes in the Soviet Umon. He 
remarked that. China’s Commun- 
ist Party didn’t come to power 
because of the Soviet Red 
Army,” a U.S. official who 
attended the meeting said 
Thursday. 

Jiang spoke Wednesday as 
Gorbachev, despite fierce opposi- 
tion from the old guard, won 
overwhelming support from the 
Communist Party’s Central Com- 
mittee to rewrite article six of foe 
Soviet constitution guaranteeing 
its monopoly on power. 

Western leaders and newspap- 
ers applauded Gorbachev's cour- 
age to push fads reforms through 
the conservative-dominated Cen- 
tral Committee, but said the road 
ahead was uncertain. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher hailed the move as 
“a great decision” but said a lot 
of work re mai ned to be done. 
Neil Kmnock, bead of foe British 
opposition Labour Party, added 
“now he (Gorbachev) should aet 
unstinting help in overcoming foe 
huge economic problems of the 
Soviet Union.” 

U.S. President George Bush, 
speaking before foe end of the 
Comnnmist Party meeting in 
Moscow, a ppeared to shy away 


to shape the deliberations of foe 
Central Committee proceedings 
in the Soviet Union,” be told 
civic leaders in San Frandsco, 
although he went on to praise 
Gorbachev’s open-mindedness. 

U.S. Secretary of State Janies 
Baker, in Moscow for meetings 
with Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze and Gorbachev, 
issued a brief statement Wednes- 
day nijrti t. 

“This dearly is a time of great 
change in the Soviet Union,” 
Baker said. 

"They are making efforts to 
reform both economically and 
politically and emphasising the 
introduction of pluralism into 
their political system, something 
the U.S. strongly supports.” 

Alfred Dregger, parliamentary 
floor leader erf Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s Christian Democrat/ 
Ch ri stian Social Umon, said in a 
sta t ement the Soviet move had 
been triggered by political re- 
forms sweeping Eastern Europe. 

‘The Soviet Communist Party, 
which put np with the r efo r m s 
under Gorbachev’s leadership, 
had no alternative now but to 
jump out from the shadows of 
Lenin and Stalin. 

“For now, though, Gorbachev 
and his refo rm p ro gramm e re- 
main an experiment with uncer- 
tain results.” 

Newspapers in Spain, Britain, 
Italy and Holland echoed these 
comments while p raising Gor- 
bachev. 

Commented Spam's newspaper 
El Pais: “The battle is not yet 
won. Two events will be decisive 
— the forthcoming elections to 
the Soviets and foe republics 
which could eliminate a large part 
of the outdated Communist 


battle for power following the 
Communist Party’s decision to 
end its guaranteed political 
monopoly. 

But several people on Moscow 
Pushkin Square said there was no 
guarantee the long-dominant 
Communists would allow a multi- 
party democracy. 

“Everything will depend on 
whether people are ready to exert 
pressure,”' raid Vladimir Tikho- 
' nov, a member of foe Congress of 
People’s Deputies, the national 
parliament with the final say on 
removing the constitutional arti- 
cle that guarantees the Commun- 
ists’ leading role in society. 

The C omnnmis t Party daily 
Pravda published news of the 
Central Committee meeting on 
its front page Thursday but did 
not publish a text of the platform 
outlining the party’s steps toward 
democracy. 

Two senior Soviet officials 
Thursday blamed the country’s 
stagnant economy for foe pessim- 
ism of Soviet people about their 
future under political reforms. 

Asked why Soviet people 
appeared pessimistic, Gor- 
bachev’s closest adviser Alexan- 
der Yakovlev told CBS Evening 
News in Moscow: “We've under- 
estimated the facts of our own 


its derisions, 

“I am not here to anoint or try 


ty congress which will have to 
define a new Com mu nist Party.” 
Soviet citizens interviewed on 
the streets Thursday predicted a 


“We don’t have hmigmg ^ 
don’t have food-— or not enough 
food — but this is no fault of 
perestroika. The picture of peres- 
troika is being clouded by the 
proMems of daily life, people are 
not interested in concepts, in 
theories. — they need bread, 
milk, bousing, transportation. 
This is understandable,” said 
Yakovlev, a pohtburo member. 

Yeltsin said on the same televi- 
sion programme: “If we cannot 
feed the people right now, if we 
cannot produce good dothing 
and if we cannot develop our 
people spiritually, it doesn’t mat- 


ter what slogans we shout the 
people will never respond.” 

Yeltsin, asked whether Gor- 
bachev was doing too little too 
late, replied: “The time for half- 
measures and compromise is 
over. We are sitting on a critical 
mass, on the top of a volcano, 
and within a certain period of 
time neither Gorbachev nor any 
other man may be able to lead. 
The people wfll decide their des- 
tiny, like the people of Eastern 
Europe.” 

Yeltsin praised the path taken 
by the East Germans, Czecboslo- 

people wouW uot^followtiSe^lead 
of Romania, with “the Mood- 
shed, the tragedy. 

Asked whether an uprising 
similar to the one last December 
in Romania was likely to happen 
in the Soviet Union, Yeltsin raid, 
“I wouldn’t give you a 100 per 
cent guarantee because we have a 
large monster, the KGB (secret 
service).” 

Meanwhile the Soviet Com- 
munist Party’s chief Ideologist 
said Thursday that Gorbachev’s 
reform programme has saved the 
Soviet Union from a “cataclysmic 
explosion.” 

“I -think we have avoided a 
really painful resolution,” polit- 
buro member Vadim Medvedev 
said at London’s Royal Institute 
for- International Affairs. “We 
now have the possibility of con- 
trolling the outcome... bat we 
most not drag our heels.” 

Medvedev, considered one of 
Gorbachev’s main allies, arrived 
from Moscow Wednesday, soon 
after tbe vote by the Communist 
Party’s Central Committee to 
give np its ,'70-ycar-old monoppIy 
on power. He heads a seven- , 
member Soviet delegation invited 
by British pariiaraentariam ' 

“ Thanks to foe fact that we 
began perestr o ika in 1985..;- X 
fomk we really have prevented. 


the possibility of a cataclysmic 
explosion,” Medvedev said 
through an interpreter. “We have 
channelled this proces s into an 
area of controlled reaction.” 

Medvedev said tiie Communist 
Party will still “struggle for a 
leading role... but by democratic 
means.” 

Earlier, Medvedev met pri- 
vately with the House of 
Commons Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Several of the British legisla- 
tors raid afterward they felt un- 
convinced that Gorbachev could 
succeed in taring shortages awt 
other, economic problems. 

“I am uneasy. It seemed some- 
what woolly. We were no quite 
dear exactly how it is going to be 
achieved,” said legislator Bowen 
Wells, a member of Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher’s Con- 
servative Party. 

“We wish them weft. But, as 
any Western politician knows... 
tolerance anywhere is not always 
evident in the face of such shor- 



Nearly 37 years after an anrds- 
tice wiifing a bitter war between 
foe two Koreas, Pyongyang has 
stilt not signed a peace treaty 
either with tbe anti-Commumst 
South or with the United States, 
which led a U.N. international 
force backing Seoul. 

Tension remains high along tbe 
North-South trace fine. 

“North Korea is one of those 
countries and areas which (causes 
us) very concern from the 

point of view of foe treaty on 
non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and facilities.,’ ’- a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman ' said. 

Spokesman Taizo Watanabe 
said North Korea, as a member of 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, signed the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty in 1985 bat 
hart so far refused to guarantee 
international inspection of its 
facilities; 
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A reformist critic of Gorbachev 
has said a split in the Communist 
Party may be inevitable despite 
the Central Committee deci- 
sion to abandon its monopoly on 
power, . 

Yuri Afanasyev, a leader erf a 
radical group in tbe Soviet pariia- 
ment was quoted in die Italian 
newspaper La Repubhca Thurs- 
day as saying fans group was un- 
convinced by the announcement 
tiie Soviet Union would move 
towards multi-party democracy. 

He said Gorbachev had to state 
clearty whether he was with hard- 
liners or reformists in the party. - 
Asked whether that would mean 
a spHt, bo replied: “I see no 
alternative.” • . - 

“We shall immediately begin 
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in anises for tbe'drinocrafcc plat-, 
.form' of, oar faction^ . - 





